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(iood alternoor.r. ' l  hank r. 'or-r fbr holding this inquirv and fbr gir ing us cit izens an
opportunit'r to speak publicll' on the matter of uranium rnining. It is unfbrtunate that our
clcctecl 

-sovernment 
is not as rvilling to hear r,vhat rve havc to sa-v.

I ar-n a local resident. Inrorcd to this arcl lover t0 ),.urt ago. I harc raised nr1 f-ami11'
here. I harve macle i t  m1' home. I am sti l l  raising mv tamil l '  here - I  non,har, 'e a
grandchild as well - ancl I  r lrn a successfir l  accounting practice in this corrmunit l ' .  I  clo
not havc anl '  inturt ions o1- lcar. ' ing.

I anr speaking todal 'on behalf of m1'f iuni l l 'and on bchall 'o1-man1'of m1'f i ' iends and
rrei-ghbours rvho u'ere. fbr u'hatever reason. unable to be here toclal'. People w'ho I have
spokcn to on this issue. representing a broad range o1-the local commur-ri t ,v" are almost
Lrnanir lous in their opposit ion to the proposeci uranium exploration ancl rnining in this
area.

Lirarniunr exploratior-r and mining an1'u'here in North Fronturac or Lanark Countl' and the
surrouncling area poses a direct threat to thc healt ir and rvel l  being of-nry famil l 'and our
entire conrmunit l .  I  anr not assuagcd by the assurances of the nuclear inclr"rstr l  and
govemmcnt t l-rat uraniurn is safe. As the geologist fbr Frontenac Ventures statcd a1a
public meeting held in Almonte last year. "uranium is uranium". I do not need to be a
scicntist or enter into a debate abor.rt the science ol-it to unclerstand radiation. cancer anc'l
l.ralf'-lives of hundreds of thousands of )rears. The nuclear industrf is not irnpartial. They'
alc trf  ing to sel l  ar product. Governrrenl should bc impartial.  but i t  is not. I t  is clearl l  in
thc hand of the nuclear industrv tr.ving to sel l  us nuclcar po\\ 'er.

I  do not beliel 'e that uraniuul can be saf-el1'minecl. I think that ne should have lean-red br
ruou'that uranium is a substancc that r,r,e shoulci not be messir-rg uith at al l .

LlnfbrtLrnatel l ' .  thor,rgh" I bel ieve that u'e are nrere pa\\ 'ns irr a global. high stakes ganre o1'
r-r-rinerarl ancl militarr'' maclness. Nuclear po\\'er is tor-rted as the answer to global u'arnring.
bLrt i t  is t lrc solLrt ion of shortsighted people looking lbr qurick ans\\ iers. We nccd to bc
nil l ing to discard old. costl l ' r ,va1,s of doing things and enrbrace real altematives that ctr
r.rot leal'e us w'ith 100.000 r'ear-olc'l lcgacics.

Somc pcople. unfortunatell'. are prepared to clo ar-r,vtl-ring lbr nlonev and right nou,there is
mone) to be rnade f iorn uranir.rm. But I am not prepared to sacri l lcc lhis communit l ' to
the scourgc of uranir-u-n rnirTing and I think cit izens should har. 'e a sav over the t1,pe of
derelopnrent that occlrrs in their communit ies. I t  is sl iarnefr-r l  that our elected provincial

-sovernnrenl 
has not responded to tl-re calls fr"om all thc surrounding nrunicipalities.

inclucl in-u the cit ies of Ottar,r,a and Kingston. 1or a moratoriunr on uraniurn rTrining.
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I  clo not wish uranium mining on any communitv. We can do ri  i thout i t .  We have to
lcarn to do u,ithout it. Thc nuclear industr,v shoLrld be madc to u'ork rvith rl,hat it's got
and f igurc out hou'to dcal r, i i th the mess that i t  l ias createcl befbre continuing w'i th an1,
new developntcnts. not to nrc-ntion pal ing fbr the clcbts that i t  has dorvnloaded onto
Ontario taxpa)'ers.

- l 'hen t l .rere is the mil i tarv dimension al luded to earl ier. Let us not forget that this is a
clriving fbrce bchincl the nuclear indr"rstrl' as r,r'ell. Do n'e r,vant to be sLrpporting that'? I.
lbr oue. do Irot. I  au alreacly' appalled b1' the prer alence ol 'r ' iolence and war in our n'orld
and have long since discarded t l ie notion that the mil i tary'can bring Lls" or anvone. peacc.
Violerrce leads to more l ' iolence. death and ki l l ing to rnorc death and ki l l ing. We hal e
cnough nuclcar w'eapoury. l lon'can w'e need anl more' l

' l 'he nltclcar industrr, ' .  govcnrment and other proponents ol-uranium mining ancl nuclcar
po\vcr dangle the ' iobs' carrot as a wa)'ol-gett ing comnrunit ies onside in their l lonev
rnaking scheme. How'cvcr. do w'e reall l 'want to trade the health and well being of
presctrt and lirtr,rrc 

-ueneratior-rs 
and 1he l'er-v land on w'hich u'e all clepend. fbr a short-term

.iob? We rvoulc'l lose" amon-est other things" u,hat has become a vibrant tourism inclr-rstr1'
and al l  t l-re spin-offs of that. As an accolrntant. Isee al l  kincls of rr icro-economic actir i t l .
But lTerc. people st i l l  havc arelationship rvith thc lanc1. Peoplc conte to sett lc hcrc
bccause they rvant to be closer to the lancl and rvhat it has to offer. As I've said before.
none of this is u'orth sacrif icing.

I have been enccrltraged by'the rvidespread ancl sustainecl opposition to this madness in
our backl,ard. LJnfbrtunatel,',,-. we cannot trust our politicians to clo the right thing bccause
thel,are 1oo caught up in the world of pou,er and moner'. so it is Lrp to Lls. the people. to
say "l-ro" and we w'ill have to continue to say' 'no' until we arc hearcl.

' l .hank,vou.

Stephen Kotze
RRl
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