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Elder (Dr.) William Commanda was glad to have the opportunity to offer the opening prayer at the Citizen's Inquiry in Ottawa on April 22, 2008.  

Background: 

Elder Commanda is the ninety four year old Algonquin Elder from Maniwaki, Quebec, and he has a passionate interest in the stewardship of the Ottawa River Watershed, the unceded, unsurrendered and unconquered traditional territory of his peoples on both sides of the mighty river, known to his ancestors as the Kichisippi.  In 2004, he received the Bill Mason Award for River Conservation, and for several years he has been involved in the effort to designate the Ottawa River a national heritage river. It is well known that it cannot qualify for this nomination on one of the key requirements - a pristine nature - since it has been so badly polluted, contaminated and transformed over the past two centuries; now its special historic and cultural value and recreational potential serve to support the case for this designation. Elder Commanda serves as Honorary Chair of the Nomination Committee, and while the current effort is focussed on the nomination of the river in Ontario, he has also communicated with Quebec, urging its engagement in the file, since the river constitutes the common heritage of all the Algonquins of the watershed, and he of course would like to see the entire river honoured and protected from further degradation. 

Key Issue:

The uranium mining issue that has sparked this Citizens' Inquiry has direct implications for the Ottawa River.  Elder Commanda has supported the effort to challenge the uranium test drilling in Ardoch/Shabot Lake in a peaceful manner, by conducting ceremonies and promoting dialogue.  He arranged for ceremony by Algonquin Fire Keeper Peter Decontie, and information presentations by Mining Watch Canada, Eco Justice Canada and Ms. Lorraine Rekmans co-editor of This is My Homeland, and NDP representative, at the first protest gathering on July 8, 2007.  He also included this topic on the agenda of The Awakening Gathering he hosted in Perth, Ontario in October 2007.  As we say in our report on this Gathering, “Joan Kuyek, the hard working representative of Mining Watch Canada, provided us with factual information about the trigger issue in the area – uranium mining; it seems impossible to imagine the entire town would not want to avail itself o such researched information, as they come to addressing a key controversial issue of our times, one with potential impact on their very own children and grandchildren.  Unfortunately, a crisis at the site prevented our Ardoch/Sharbot Lake First Nations and Settler Uranium Protest presenters from joining us, and so we missed out on learning about their dramatic summer of soul searching, struggle and sacrifice, though Larry McDermott, former mayor of Lanark Highlands, and representative of the First Nations of Sharbot Lake provided a brief overview of the protest.” 

Elder Commanda also offered the opening prayer at the September 28, 2007 POWER TO CHOOSE OTTAWA information session organized by ActCity at the Odawa Friendship Centre. 

As noted in his blog, this cause touches him personally.  Since 1999, people in Elder William Commanda's community, Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg, must use bottled water, because of the uranium in the well water.  Other than this great hindrance and cost to lifestyle, the impact on the overall health of the community is not assessed; but he is painfully aware that three young children within his inner family network are fighting cancer, and that one child was born with just one kidney.  He notes also that in 2002, his colleagues participated in the Hiroshima Flame Walk from Seattle to New York City, a walk for world peace, mindful that many of their lands were used for the extraction of uranium and plutonium and the dumping of nuclear wastes, with disastrous consequences across the globe, and in violation of their sacred relationship with their lands.  He notes also that in 2004, we were reminded of the horror of nuclear weapons when a delegation of thirty Japanese led by the then Vice President of Sony Company participated in a healing sweat lodge ceremony during his Circle of All Nations Spiritual Gathering, on the anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima.  He himself has conducted prayer and ceremony in Japan and across this continent concerning the aftermath of nuclear warfare and waste.

He realizes that this is difficult work, and many have made great personal sacrifices to bring the subject to the attention of the public at large, and he will continue to pray, consistent with the beliefs of his ancestors, that, with the growing global acknowledgment and respect for Mother Earth as the both holder of our collective future and the ultimate equalizer, we will all benefit from a deepening understanding of the complexities of this file, and reconcile differences in recognition of the sacred essence of water, and in favour of the protection of future generations of life in this special area and elsewhere.

He commends CAAMU on taking the initiative to launch this effort, was glad to see Algonquin contributions acknowledged so positively, and he looks forward to supporting the on-going work.  

Appendices:

1.
Backgrounder on William Commanda’s environmental work

2.
Notes from his blog http://web.mac.com/circleofallnations to describe specific activity on this uranium file, a part of his overall efforts to promote environmental stewardship and protection of the Ottawa River Watershed, and related Sept 2007 note.

3.
Two documents presented by the Seventh Generations Fund for Indian Development (whose work he supports) to the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues May 2008 – Agenda Item 3: Special theme: Climate change, bio-cultural diversity and livelihoods: the stewardship role of Indigenous peoples and new challenges: Collective Statement on the Protection of Water and the Water is Sacred Collective Statement.

Post Script: 

On May 9, 2008, Elder Commanda joined Chief Doreen Davis and the Algonquin leadership from the Shabot Obaadjiwan First Nation Community in their interventions on the Uranium Issues, with the Honourable Michael Bryant, MPP, Minister of Aboriginal Affairs, Government House Leader, and reiterated many of the points made in this file. Ironically, this was on the day after the Elder’s session at the Nephrology Clinic with his deteriorating kidney condition (note:  over the past decade, his community drinks bottled water because of uranium contamination of the water).
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Chronology of Key Activities in support of Mother Earth/Environmental Priorities

1945 – Precursor – Supporter of Hopi Petition on Environment to the UN

1967- 
First Indigenous Gathering – at Eganville, Ontario

1967 -
Gathering of Nations in Maniwaki

1987 - 
Presentation of Wampum Belts at Constitutional Talks; pollution raised

1991 -  Pipe Ceremony at Pre Rio Preparations for Earth Summit in France

1992 -  Message to Earth Summit in Rio – Agenda 21

1993 -  Cry of the Earth Conference at UN

1995 -  Spiritual Guide of the Sunbow Five Walk for Mother Earth across America

1996 – Release of the RCAP Report – at Victoria Island – Would you drink the water?

1999 -  Presentation – Nuclear Weapons and Spirituality Conference 

2002 – Supported Hiroshima Flame Walk
2004 -  Honorary Elder – Boreal Rendezvous

2004 -  Heritage Rivers Bill Mason Conservation Award

2004 – Circle of All Nations Gathering – Sacred Water; Hiroshima Anniversary Healing

2006 – Honorary Chair – Ottawa Heritage River Designation

2006 – WaterLife Workshop, Ottawa

2007 – The Awakening Gathering

Annual Circle of All Nations Gatherings Promote Environmental Stewardship

Annual Gathering of Nations Pipe Ceremonies at Victoria Island

Interventions on the Proposed Megadump at Danford Lake, Further Development at the Sacred Chaudiere Site, American Eel as a Species at Risk, Test Drilling for Uranium

Uranium, Environmental Stewardship, Wampum Belts and Land Issues (excerpt from blog dated 7 March 2008)

On January 26, Lawyer Michael Swinwood invited Elder William Commanda to a community feast with Ardoch First Nations and Settlers from the area, many of whom were involved in the uranium protest in the Sharbot Lake/Ardoch area.  The Elder was asked to make a presentation on the Sacred Three Figure Welcoming/Sharing Wampum Belt that he carries.  He talked about how, in the 1700s, before the continent was divided, his ancestors on the east coast, the first to meet with the newcomers, had made an agreement to share the grand natural resources of their homeland and their values in three equal parts with the Europeans (the French and English); the fact that this was a sacred commitment was signified by the symbol of the cross, which represented the Vatican.  He talked about how the spirit of the agreement had never been honoured by the newcomers, and he talked about the subsequent impoverishment and oppression of the original peoples, and the pollution and destruction of so much of their land, waters, trees, medicines, and animals.  He also asserted that the way to resolving matters was through education and peaceful intervention.

Now many of the new occupants of Canada come from oppression and suffering in their homelands, and Canada is seen as the land of hope and opportunity; rightfully so, but surely not at the continued cost to and marginalization of the First Peoples – and all they valued, developed and nurtured in this land. Already, we begin to see the many irreversible costs of development over the past century.  It is in our own best interest to understand the history of the land.

Over the years, Dr. Commanda’s tireless efforts to present the stories of the Sacred Wampum Belts and the true history of his peoples has been awakening the hearts and minds of many people.  They resonate with the heart because their simple yet profound messages are undeniable.  The group of people at the Maberly community feast included Algonquins who had always lived in communities off-reserve (and suffered racism and exclusion in differing degrees from both Aboriginal and white communities), and Settlers, as they have come to call themselves, the more privileged occupiers of the land.  Now they are increasingly unified in the face of the threat of test drilling for uranium on their doorsteps, and many environmental activists are in support of their efforts to express their concerns in a domain historically dominated by the will of corporations and governments. In response to their request, Elder Commanda had joined them in prayer and ceremony on four occasions over the summer, and this matter is described in our first blog.  

The update on the file is the harsh coming down of the arm of the law against the representatives of the Ardoch First Nations.  In a judgement by Justice Douglas Cunningham on February 15, AAFN negotiator Robert Lovelace was sentenced to six months in jail and fined $25,000 for his participation in the peaceful protest against uranium exploration on Algonquin traditional territory;  Co-chief Paula Sherman was fined $15,000, and the Ardoch First Nation community $10,000.  Then the parallel travesty of justice with the Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug   came to public attention in March 2008.  This is really a global debate over legitimate property rights concerns, indigenous concerns, and undeniable environmental concerns, and it is a grave matter that the judiciary has weighted in in this repressive manner, and further narrowly focused the lens of attack on the First Peoples of this country.  Yet again, the Honour of the Crown is exposed as a hollow concept.  Elder Commanda smokes his pipe regularly and sends his prayers to support and strengthen all the people at this very difficult time. He honours the brave contributions of Donna Dillman in drawing attention to this concern.  His prayer for the protection of Mother Earth from further abuse and exploitation is ceaseless.  

It is difficult and painful work, and we need deep wisdom to help us find the path to a new peaceful and healthy tomorrow for all.

Information Rally to Protest Uranium exploration and mining in Ardoch/Shabot Lake 

- Sunday, July 8, 2007 - 3 pm
As you may already be aware, The Ardoch Algonquin First Nation and the Shabot Obaadjiwan First Nation, together with people from the area, Mining Watch Canada, and other Aboriginal and non Aboriginal peoples, are actively engaged in an effort to prevent drilling for uranium in the Ardoch/Shabot Lake area, in view of the grave threat to area and water table, including the Ottawa River Watershed, to the traditional wild rice, hunting and trapping areas and lifestyles, to plants and wildlife, and to present and future generations. 

Provincial officials are investigating the concerns.  It is noted that people in British Columbia and New Brunswick, Labrador and Nova Scotia are rejecting uranium exploration and mining, and concerns are mounting elsewhere.  

Elder William Commanda was invited to visit the area over the past few days.  He conducted a pipe ceremony on June 29, 2007, to pray for the maintenance of peace at this difficult time.

This cause touches him personally.  Since 1999, people in Elder William Commanda's community, Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg, must use bottled water, because of the uranium in the well water.  Other than this great hindrance and cost to lifestyle, the impact on the overall health of the community is not assessed; but he is painfully aware that three young children within his inner family network are fighting cancer, and that one child was born with just one kidney.  He notes also that in 2002, his colleagues participated in the Hiroshima Flame Walk from Seattle to New York City, a walk for world peace, mindful that many of their lands were used for the extraction of plutonium and uranium and the dumping of nuclear wastes, with disastrous consequences across the globe, and in violation of their sacred relationship with their lands.  He notes also that in 2004, we were reminded of the horror of nuclear weapons when thirty Japanese guests participated in a healing sweat lodge ceremony during his Circle of All Nations Spiritual Gathering, on the anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima.  He himself has conducted prayer and ceremony in Japan and across this continent concerning the aftermath of nuclear warfare and waste.

On Sunday, July 8, 2007, at 3 pm, the community at Ardoch/Shabot Lake, will hold an information rally, and they invite you and your communities and colleagues to join them in support and solidarity. (Highway#7 North from Shabot Lake on Road 509, 12 Km North on Road #509, at the site  alongside the roadway.)

Grandfather Commanda has to prepare for a medical procedure at the Civic Hospital, and so may not be able to participate this rally in person.  He will be there in prayer.

But he knows he can count on all of  you to support the Algonquin Nations and their colleagues in this peaceful effort to advance the three indigenous rs - Respect, Responsibility and Reverence for Mother Earth, in the spirit of A Circle of All Nations, a Culture of Peace, and in joint stewardship of the Ottawa River Watershed.

Thank you for your support.  For more information, please view website www.aafna.ca. 

A Message from Elder William Commanda – 25 September, 2007:

You and your communities and colleagues are invited to join the group in this effort to protest uranium mining in the Ottawa River Watershed.  Youare also invited to join the group  at Victoria Island, around 4 pm September 27 for a welcome and pot luck feast, at the Rally at Parliament Hill, at noon, September 28, and at a POWER TO CHOOSE OTTAWA FORUM on September 28 (4.30 - 9.00) at the Odawa Friendship Centre (12 Stirling Avenue).

Algonquin Leadership are invited to add their signatures to a Proclamation for a

Moratorium on Uranium Mining.  Others are invited to sigh a Petition in support of this Proclamation.  Please join us in this effort.

It is noted that already 3,000 people have signed a petition protesting Uranium Mining (CCAMU and The Green Party of Canada) - presented at Parliament Hill September 18, 2007.

Thank you for your support of this effort.

Also included for your information:

Ottawa Riverkeeper supports protesters fighting proposed uranium mining

around Sharbot Lake
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OTTAWA, September 25, 2007 - Ottawa Riverkeeper is throwing its support behind protesters who are opposed to any uranium mining activities in the Sharbot Lake area.

Members of First Nations communities that would be affected by the mining left the Sharbot Lake area on Saturday by canoe and are paddling to Victoria Island in Ottawa.

"We look forward to welcoming the paddlers to Victoria Island on Thursday afternoon," says Meredith Brown, Riverkeeper and Executive Director.

Ottawa Riverkeeper will be signing the petition in support of the Proclamation for a Moratorium on Uranium Mining.

Ms. Brown encourages concerned citizens to join the rally and sign the petition.  "Uranium mining will do little for the people in the Ottawa River Watershed except leave them with contaminated water and communities."

Ottawa Riverkeeper will join the protest portage from Victoria Island toParliament Hill on Friday Sept. 28 beginning at 10 a.m.

Contact Information:

Meredith Brown, Riverkeeper and Executive Director

keeper@ottawariverkeeper.ca
Tel: 613-864-7442

www.ottawariverkeeper.ca
Delphine Hasle

Director of Outreach / Directrice des Relations Externes

Ottawa Riverkeeper / Sentinelle Outaouais

COLLECTIVE STATEMENT
Intervention to the Seventh Session of the
United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 2008
Submitted by the Seventh Generation Fund for Indian Development

Agenda Item 3: Special theme: Climate change, bio-cultural diversity and livelihoods: the stewardship role of Indigenous peoples and new challenges
Protection of Water
 

Thank you, Madame Chair, for the opportunity of addressing the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. The Seventh Generation Fund for Indian Development, an Indigenous Peoples’ non-governmental organization directly engaged with Indigenous communities and Nations to design and implement ecologically and culturally harmonious strategies for sovereignty, human rights, environmental and social justice, sacred sites protection, and the revitalization of traditional economies, submits this intervention on Agenda Item 3, under the Special theme of Climate Change, bio-cultural diversity and livelihoods: the stewardship role of Indigenous peoples and new challenges, with the following signatories: American Indian Law Alliance, Indigenous Environmental Network, Andes Chinchasuyo,  Native Youth Coalition, Centre for Organization Research and Education, Advocates for the Protection of Sacred Sites, Laguna Acoma Coalition for a Safe Environment, Western Shoshone Defense Project, Tonatierra, Mainyoito Pastoralists Integrated Development Organization, Idiwanan An Chawe (Zuni), and the UNPFII Youth Caucus.
For the last three years our organization and co-signatories have addressed the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues on the Protection of Water as a human right, and we are honored to do so again under this year’s special theme. In this regard, we call for the recognition of Water as essential to Life, crucial for bio-cultural diversity and for sustaining all aspects of Indigenous Peoples’ survival and well-being, including assuring our physical health, nurturing our spiritual development, and central for the continued vitality of our cultures and traditional livelihoods. We recognize that Water is the most vulnerable element of all forms of Life in light of Climate Change and its impacts. Time is of the essence. We must take action now as some places are flooded and others stricken with drought. With this in mind, we urgently reiterate the critical significance of protecting Water sources and Indigenous Peoples’ full, unencumbered access to clean Water on our territories and advance these recommendations.
 

Recommendations
1.     We appeal to the Permanent Forum to strongly advocate for the establishment of a United Nations International Year for Water which can among other mandates, conduct focused research and emphasize critical concerns of Water in relation to Indigenous Peoples and Nations of the world against the backdrop of tremendous impacts on the accessibility, potability, and holistic integrity of Water, due to Climate Change. 
2.     We further implore that the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues call for a study on Water and then, the immediate appointment of a United Nations Special Rapporteur for the Protection of Water and Water Catchment Areas in order to gather testimony directly from Indigenous Nations of the world targeted for or impacted by Water privatization, diversion, toxic contamination, dams, pollution, commodification, non-sustainable energy development, and other environmental injustices that damage natural, potable, and accessible Water supplies on which Indigenous Peoples rely for spiritual and nutritional sustenance. We recall that this recommendation was carried forth by the Permanent Forum to the Economic and Social Development Council when we first requested this in 2005, and we ask that this appeal is recognized and advanced by this body to ECOSOC again this year.
3.     We strongly urge that the Permanent Forum recommend to ECOSOC to call for the coordination of an official UN Experts Meeting on Water that initiates a close review and assessment of Water allocation, regulation and access policies that affect the rights of Indigenous Nations, the health of our Peoples and that of future generations. This high level Experts Meeting on Water can explore and establish indicators of Water Well-being for Indigenous Nations, and the world community, particularly in light of increasing negative Water impacts due to Climate Change. This meeting can share the information about traditional use of Water in order to recover the ceremonies, appropriate esoteric language terms, and protocols in relation to Water.

4.     We ask that the Permanent Forum take immediate steps for its participation in the 2009 Policy Session of the Third Implementation Cycle of the 17th Session of the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-17) that will focus on the following thematic issues, as they relate to water issues and Indigenous Peoples’ rights: agriculture, rural development, land, drought, desertification, and Africa. And, that the Permanent Forum will coordinate with the CSD’s Indigenous partnership organizations.

5. That the Permanent Forum take steps through ECOSOC to facilitate a meeting with UN Water, that coordinates the UN Decade on Water 2005-2015, the UN World Water Day, March 20th, and the International Decade for Action – “Water for Life,” 2005-2015 with a goal to identify protective, preventive and restorative mechanisms for our Waters and to assure that Water is accessible to Indigenous Peoples, as well as to repair our diverse ecosystems that rely on the health of natural Water flows where they have been damaged or exploited.
6. We also condemn the use of national militaries and corporate private armies employed to prevent Indigenous communities’ access to their traditional Water sources for drinking, agriculture, fishing, transport and ceremonies. We call on the Permanent Forum to take leadership in working with ECOSOC to denounce repressive actions and call for a halt to such abuse of security forces and legislation that inappropriately justifies this.

7. We affirm President Evo Morales call for a UN Convention on Water, and further, that Indigenous Peoples participate in the development of that convention.

8. That the Permanent Forum call for a World Conference on Water and Peace in collaboration with Indigenous Nations. 

9. Any initiatives on Water must observe and recognize all articles of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
Narrative Justification

We call it kyawe, pa’a, and mni; Water. The significance of Water is expressed in a rainbow of songs, stories, and ceremonies, holding a potent place in our cultures, linking us together in a continuous, Life affirming cycle. And yet, increasingly, our territories are either parched or flooded – being destroyed by the unquenchable greed of industrialization, a feature of colonization. Springs that our ancestors emerged from within the womb of Mother Earth, the precious watersheds that feed our lakes and fields and sustain our bodies, and rivers that carry our prayers to the forever after, are being contaminated, dammed, diverted, and siphoned. Ancient glaciers are fast melting into the sea, displacing our peoples, threatening our coastal zones with submersion and endangering the continuity of all Life. These are the ever increasing impacts of Climate Change.

Human rights violations, including the ongoing invasions onto Indigenous territories, and the attendant wrongful taking of our natural resources, particularly the nearly unhindered exploitation, diversion and commodification of Water, obstruct critically needed access to our Waterways and threaten the survival of Indigenous Peoples and of our distinct cultures. These assaults have direct and tremendously destructive impacts and further impoverish our already vulnerable, besieged Peoples, and threaten our cultural continuity.

Air poisons us and the rain burns. The land, our Mother Earth, bleeds toxins. Water is undrinkable, or further unreachable. Our ancestors and leaders have prophecies that foretell of these changes now occurring across the globe. And, we must be proactive in finding ways to survive because the Natural Law – the spiritual justice that is unfolding in response to assaults against the Earth - will have no mercy. The incredible, negative effects of Climate Change on Indigenous Peoples’ potable Water systems and accessibility are a new challenge with which our Nations are faced. It is exacerbated by the continuing privatization and exploitation of Water and other resources on our territories by ever-thirsty multi-national corporations, shortsighted governmental development policies, and encroachment activities by non-indigenous settlements. This forces us into poverty and pushes us further to the edge of existence, where many are already barely holding on by their fingertips for survival.  

As different strategies are created to respond to Climate Change, Indigenous Peoples’ retain our right to free, prior, and informed consent before any development takes place on our territories, by any outside entities, including the World Bank and States, whose actions may impact or abrogate our aboriginal and/or treaty rights including the human right of access to clean Water for all aspects of our life. In fact we maintain that Indigenous Peoples have a right to say “no” to halt any development on our territories because we know that what some may consider sustainable solutions to Climate Change such as agro-fuels production, mega-hydroelectric dams or hydro-geothermal development does in fact, displace our Peoples, exploit our territories, subvert our cultures, and further oppress the accessibility and health of our water systems and homelands. 

Esteemed members of this Forum, Indigenous women throughout the world who often have the primary responsibility of locating and carrying Water for the survival of their families, and may risk their lives to do so, now find only dust instead of Water. In too many places, a polluted stream is our only source of Water. And in too many places, our peoples are struck down by waterborne and vector borne disease, due to the lack of accessible, clean water on our territories caused by Climate Change. We hunger and can no longer plant our gardens, not because we have forgotten how to nurture life from a seed, but because without access to Water, our crops cannot flourish, and we cannot thrive without them. 

Brothers and sisters of the world, what were once rich landscapes awake with forests and gardens, rivers and cornfields, alive with animals and birds, and a harmonious biodiversity of Indigenous cultures, are quickly becoming parched lands which only our tears can soften. Soon, even our most lush lands will be barren. Soon, even our tears will dry up and we will only have blood in our eyes as the wars for oil transform into Water Wars that shroud the globe in a clash which humanity cannot survive. Too many of us are already dying of thirst. Our children, and the generations to come, will inherit this conflict and it is for them that we call upon the Permanent Forum and offer this intervention, for the Water - the essence of Life, for world peace. 


Elahkwa – thank you.

Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

Seventh Session

New York, 21 April - 2 May, 2008

Item 9: Future Work of Permanent Forum 

Water is Sacred

Collective Intervention 

World Indigenous Water Caucus

Thank you Madame Chair.  We wish to acknowledge and pay respects to the Onondaga Nation whose territory we are meeting on today.  This is a collective statement from the following Indigenous organizations forming a World Indigenous Water Caucus to do ongoing work:

Center for Organization Research and Education 

Bangsa Adat AlifUru of Maluku

Movimento Guaman Poma deAyala 
Nihiyaw Cree Language and Culture Society 

The Koani Foundation




Ka Lai Maile Ali`i Hawaiian Civic Club

Seventh Generation Fund for Indian Development

The Living Nation 

Indian Federation of Indigenous and Tribal Peoples
Dimasa Peoples’ Council

Federation of Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Asia 
All Dimasa Student’s Union

Organización de Mujeres Kuri Inti


Asian Indigenous Women’s Network

Rapanui Parliament




Pacific Caucus

Australian Aboriginal Caucus



Native Women’s Association of Canada

Worldwide, billions of people still lack safe drinking water and adequate sanitation, and related illnesses kill 4,500 children per day of whom the most vulnerable victims are the indigenous children. At the last Permanent Forum, 26 Indigenous Organizations made a collective intervention, requesting the forum recommend a World Indigenous Forum on Water and Peace. This recommendation was adopted as part of the final report of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in its sixth session (E/2007/43, par. 54). These recommendations are follow-up to this recommendation. 

Recommendations:
We recommend that the Permanent Forum urge all UN agencies that deal with water and all nation states to: 

1. Provide full financial support for a World Indigenous Forum on Water and Peace, that is led by, planned and developed by a wide representation of Indigenous peoples, both from Indigenous communities and Permanent Forum members. This forum can include government representatives, NGO’s and corporations. The funding should be equitable to that provided to the World Water Forum.

2. Regarding water governance and protection:

· Urge nation states to change their constitutions to include the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (DRIP).

· Fully recognize and implement Indigenous peoples governance of water through the implementation of DRIP at all levels of jurisdiction, including regional and municipal governments.

· Include Indigenous peoples in any decisions and policy development affecting water, at all levels of government;

· Place strong controls on fossil fuel exploration, and call for moratoriums on nuclear power production, mega-hydro dam construction and deforestation;

· Encourage the full participation of Indigenous peoples within each of the UN programs, in the planning and implementation to find solutions to the crisis of water today.

3. Regarding water and spirituality:

· Recognize Indigenous peoples’ right to practice their own forms of spirituality

· Declare all waterways, especially water sources as sites that are governed by Indigenous peoples;

· Include in all school systems the urgent need for the recognition of Indigenous governance of waters and the sacred nature of water;

· Call the UN Committee for the Protection of Sacred Sites and the UNESCO World Heritage Sites to recognize Indigenous peoples’ critical role in protecting sacred sites, including sacred sites of waters for the protection of all of life.

4. Regarding water and language:

· Equitably fund community-based Indigenous language revitalization programs, including research and development, on par with other forms of education;

· Make funding available for the sharing of best practices between Indigenous communities so that they can learn about what has worked for other tribes;

· Implement the recommendations of the expert panel on Indigenous languages;

· Support a World Indigenous Forum on Languages.

5. Regarding water and education:

· Include in education programs local Indigenous contributions to education about traditional values;

· Support the development of Indigenous peoples’ media and the inclusion of Indigenous peoples’ traditional teachings in the media of dominant societies by urging nation states to include Indigenous peoples’ contributions to the media industry, so that the media is a positive force in the education of Indigenous perspectives of water.

6. Regarding water and corporations:

· Recognize the sacred nature of water;

· Recognize the right of all of life to water and call for a moratorium on the privatization on water. Water should not be commoditized and water services have to be kept in the public, not the private sector;

· Provide access to clean water and good infrastructure to make clean drinking water accessible to all, regardless of race, ethnicity, or economic status;

· Establish a Charter of Corporate Accountability that is guided by Indigenous peoples and respected by companies;

· Require corporations to engage with full effective participation and to obtain free, prior and informed consent from Indigenous peoples on decisions that affect our waterways.

7. Urge nation states that are signatories to the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) to understand that they are responsible to recognize the pre-existing covenants that Indigenous peoples share with the Creator and Mother Earth and our responsibility to protect all waters, both marine and inland.

8. Request a study to examine alternatives to globalization, and that traditional Indigenous forms of economies be examined and learned from.

9. Call nation states to abolish nuclear arms and proliferation, because all war threatens all waters, all of life.

10. Include Indigenous peoples, especially Elders and women, in disarmament commissions and peace negotiations.

11. Increase significantly funding for safe, affordable, and sustainable supplies of drinking water and sanitation in the poorest regions of the developing world, particularly in the Indigenous Peoples’ territories. 

12. Finally, we recommend that the Permanent Forum consider adopting water as the theme for its next session.
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