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Facts about the Ontario Mining Act: The System of Free Entry
What is “FREE ENTRY”? 

The free entry system is a method of granting mineral rights and giving the mining industry free access to lands in its search of minerals. Free entry is an old European concept based on the right of royalty to minerals regardless of who owns or who has specific surface rights. It gives individuals and mining companies the exclusive right to mineral substances on land where the Crown claims ownership, from the surface of a mineral claim downwards. One of the many issues with the free entry system is that it is in conflict with Section 35 of the Constitution Act which guarantees the protection of existing Aboriginal and treaty rights.
There are three primary rights associated with the system of free entry:
· The right of entry and access on the majority of land in Ontario;

· The right to locate and have a claim recorded without consulting land users; 

· The right to acquire a mining lease with no discretion on the part of the Crown.

The Mining Act of Ontario was passed in 1873 and was developed at a time when picks and shovels were used for mining. Mining operations were relatively small and located in remote areas where the population was very small and scattered. Technology has changed dramatically over the years and mining activity is larger and is taking place further south and closer to populated areas. The footprint and impact area is also larger. 
What are some of the assumptions and implications of free entry?

· Mining is the first and best use of land. 

· Mining prevails over First Nation communities and private property interests.

· Mining claims are granted on a first come, first served basis.

· Large tracts of land can be maintained as mining claims to protect mining interests on one claim.

· All Crown lands are open for mineral exploration unless they are excluded or withdrawn by statute.
How does free entry work? 

Prospectors:

A prospector obtains a licence to prospect; there are minimal requirements, such as being 18 years of age and paying a nominal fee of $25.50 for a 5 year licence.
Prospectors are licensed without being trained or certified.
Prospectors have access to all private and public lands, subject to minor exceptions where land has been withdrawn or subsurface is privately owned.
Any number of prospectors can enter on any land that is open to staking and prospect for minerals as often and as many times as they chose. 
Prospectors have the right to stakes mining claims. The fee to record a claim is about $0.10 an acre. 
Prospectors are not required to notify landowners that a claim has been staked. 
Administration:

Claims are recorded by the Provincial Mining Recorder. The Recorder has no descretion to refuse to register a claim on lands claimed by First Nations or under a land claims process as long as it is on land open to staking and has been staked in substantial compliance with the Mining Act and Staking Regulations. 
After a claim is recorded, a claimholder has the right to enter, occupy and use the land to search for mineral. Roads and building constructing can occur. 
A claim can be transferred at any time.
Claims are maintained by doing work annually (the value of acceptable work to keep a claim in good standing is about $10 /acre/year). 
A block of claims can be maintained by doing work on only one of the claims. Basic exploration activity can occur but it is not always regulated. General environmental laws may apply where certain thresholds are exceeded. 
With just one day’s notice to a surface rights owner, exploration work can occur on a recorded claim. There is no legal obligation to consult with or inform a surface owner of exploration plans.  
MNDM receives no notice when exploration begins on Crown land.
There is no requirement to inspect exploration sites.
Exploration can involve clearing, surface stripping, trenching and drilling to collect samples. There is no consideration, permitting or restorative work required when drilling for uranium.
There is no requirement to restore the land after exploration takes place until a threshold has been reached (surface stripping more than 10 000 square or cubic metres, or removing more than 1 000 tonnes.)
A claimholder has the legislative right to obtain a mining lease by doing assessment work or by paying $4400 per 16 hectare unit. The Ontario government has no discretion to refuse a mining lease.
Mining leases are significant as they provide security of title on the land. The fee is $3/hectare/year for mining and surface rights. A lease is good for 21 years and renewals may be given.
More significant mining operations can begin with a lease. Depending on the jurisdiction, these operations may be subject to some environmental assessment or permit requirements.
At the mine development phase, the miner will usually require surface access and rights. 
Landowners may be obligated to sell their property or negotiate to receive compensation for damages.
Conversely, if land is subsequently withdrawn (eg. for park creation) when mineral claims have been staked, the mineral claim holder may be entitled to compensation.

The free entry system in Ontario has resulted in several land use issues and conflicts:
· Communities in North Frontenac and the surrounding area are concerned about the impact of drilling for uranium on public health and safety and on the land, air and water. Their concerns, expressed through protests, rallies and appeals to the Government of Ontario have gone unanswered. Actions have resulted in legal actions against community members. Civil charges have resulted in jail term, fines and silencing of elders and leaders.
· Indigenous peoples laws, the English Proclamation of 1763, Canada’s Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and the International Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples are violated. 
· Many landowners are unaware that the provincial government controls the mineral rights to their property and that their property is vulnerable to claim staking. Buyers have not been told by real estate agents or lawyers that the mineral rights have been separated, nor have they been told that an active mining claim has been recorded on the land they are acquiring. Surface rights owners are not notified that a claim has been staked on their land.
· After a claim has been recorded, landowners have just one year to file a dispute against the claim. The onus is on the surface rights owners, not the prospector, to prove their case. This can be a very expensive and time consuming process. 

· In October 2003, a ruling by the Mining and Lands Commissioner gave a mining company the option to buy property should it decide to go into production. In this case, property owners are obligated to sell their entire farm and buildings that have been their home and livelihood since 1950. Upon intervention of the Ontario Ombudsman, this order was removed. 
· A 1996 ruling by the Mining and Lands Commissioner awarded $875 compensation to a landowner for damages and then required the landowner to pay over $11 000 in costs to the holder of a mining claim. Landowners may face paying large costs if they go before the Commissioner to settle disputes. 

· Cottage owners and residents are concerned that surface stripping of up to 2500 square metres or 2500 cubic metres in volume can occur within 100 metres of a body of water. In addition, up to 1000 tonnes of rock, ore or any other substance can be excavated before environmental regulations take effect and restoration is required.

· Unlike other industries, the exploration industry does not consult with municipal councils or adhere to Municipal Official Plans, Land Use Policies or By-Laws when staking claims and commencing assessment work. Exploration activities can take place on land that would require zoning changes for any other industry.

· Mining companies can be given the right to do anything necessary or convenient to gain access to or get rid of water. They can be given rights over land to discharge water or to construct and use ditches, pipes and other means to move water into natural or artificial drainage systems. Dams and other works can be constructed, even though they may overflow onto other property. Mining companies can be given the right to drain off, lower or divert the water of any lake, pond, river, stream or watercourse, even if the water is on land owned or used by another person. 
Recommendations toward responsible mining legislation: 
· Permitting at every stage of prospecting, claim staking, exploration, and 

      development of a mine.
· Free, prior and informed consent of affected communities prior to claim staking.

· Mineral exploration and mining activity be consistent with water source protection plans. 

· Protected lands and waterways designated as environmentally significant be exempt from

      mining, just as they are from any other industrial development. 
· No industry, including mining, be exempt from the regulations and by-laws emanating
       from municipal official plans. 

· Financial provisions are made and clear legal obligations are created before any claim 
      staking, exploration and mining activities take place to ensure that all sites are restored 
      and left in a clean and safe condition. 
References: Ontario Mining Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.M.14
Prospector's licences
19. (1) Any natural person who is of the age of eighteen years or over is entitled to obtain a prospector's licence upon application made in the prescribed form and upon payment of the required fee. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 19 (1); 1997, c. 40, s. 7.

Date and term of licence
(2) A licence shall be dated on the day of its issue and expires at midnight on the day of the fifth anniversary of the licensee's birth date that follows the issue of the licence. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 19 (2).

Where licensee may prospect for minerals
27. Except where otherwise provided, the holder of a prospector's licence may prospect for minerals and stake out a mining claim on any,

(a) Crown lands, surveyed or unsurveyed;

(b) lands, the mines, minerals or mining rights whereof have been reserved by the Crown in the location, sale, patent or lease of such lands where they have been located, sold, patented or leased after the 6th day of May, 1913,

Claim may be staked
28.  (1)  A licensee may stake out a mining claim on any land open for prospecting and, subject to the other provisions of this Act, may work such claim and transfer his or her interest therein to another person, but, where the surface rights in the land have been granted, sold, leased or located by the Crown, compensation must be made as provided by section 79. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 28.

Lands upon which claim may not be staked out
30.  (1)  No mining claim shall be staked out or recorded on any land,

(a) that, without reservation of the minerals, has been sold, located, leased or included in a licence of occupation; or

(b) for which an application brought in good faith is pending in the Ministry of Natural Resources under the Public Lands Act or any other Act, and in which the applicant may acquire the minerals that are included in the application; or

(c) where the surface rights have been subdivided, surveyed, sold or otherwise disposed of by the Ministry of Natural Resources for summer resort purposes, except where the Minister certifies in writing that in his or her opinion discovery of valuable mineral in place has been made; or

(d) where the Minister or the Minister of Transportation certifies that land is required for the development of water power or for a highway or for some other purpose in the public interest and the Minister is satisfied that a discovery of mineral in place has not been made thereon; or

(e) in an Indian reserve, except as provided by The Indian Lands Act, 1924; or

(f) while proceedings in respect thereto are pending before the Commissioner or a recorder or until those proceedings are finally determined; or

(g) until the proceeding has been finally determined, in the case of a proceeding that the Commissioner certifies is pending in a court in respect of the land. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 30; 1994, c. 27, s. 134 (1); 2000, c. 26, Sched. M, s. 3 (1, 2).

32. (1) Although the mines or minerals therein have been reserved to the Crown, no person shall prospect for minerals or stake out a mining claim upon the part of a lot that is used as a garden, orchard, vineyard, nursery, plantation or pleasure ground, or upon which crops that may be damaged by such prospecting are growing, or on the part of a lot upon which is situated a spring, artificial reservoir, dam or waterworks, or a dwelling house, outhouse, manufactory, public building, church or cemetery, except with the consent of the owner, lessee, purchaser or locatee of the surface rights, or by order of the recorder or the Commissioner, and upon such terms as to the Commissioner seem just. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 32 (1).

Disputes as to lands exempt
(2) If a dispute arises between the intending prospector and the owner, lessee, purchaser or locatee as to land that is exempt from prospecting or staking out under subsection (1), the recorder or the Commissioner shall determine the extent of the land that is so exempt. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 32 (2).

Rights of Licensee

Rights in claim
50. (1) The staking out or the filing of an application for or the recording of a mining claim, or the acquisition of any right or interest in a mining claim by any person or all or any of such acts, does not confer upon that person,

(a) any right, title, interest or claim in or to the mining claim other than the right to proceed as is in this Act provided to perform the prescribed assessment work or to obtain a lease from the Crown and, prior to the performance, filing and approval of the first prescribed unit of assessment work, the person is merely a licensee of the Crown and after that period and until he or she obtains a lease the person is a tenant at will of the Crown in respect of the mining claim; or

(b) any right to take, remove or otherwise dispose of any minerals found in, upon or under the mining claim. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 50 (1).

Surface rights
(2) The holder of a mining claim does not have any right, title or claim to the surface rights of the claim other than the right to enter upon, use and occupy such part or parts thereof as are necessary for the purpose of prospecting and the efficient exploration, development and operation of the mines, minerals and mining rights therein. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 50 (2).

Taxation
(3) The holder of an unpatented mining claim is not liable to assessment or taxation for municipal or school purposes in respect of such unpatented mining claim. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 50 (3).

Same
(4) The holder of a licence of occupation issued under this Act or any predecessor Act is not liable to assessment or taxation for municipal or school purposes in respect to the licence except with respect to improvements for which the holder would be liable to assessment or taxation if the lands were held under a patent. 1999, c. 12, Sched. O, s. 22.

Assessment work
65. (1) The holder of a mining claim shall, following the recording of the claim, perform or cause to be performed such annual units of assessment work as are prescribed. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 65 (1); 1999, c. 12, Sched. O, s. 27.

Report
(2) Subject to subsection (3), every mining claim holder shall, not later than the anniversary date, file in the office of the recorder or such other location as the Minister directs a report in the prescribed form of the assessment work done for the purpose of complying with subsection (1), together with such other information as may be prescribed. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 65 (2); 1996, c. 1, Sched. O, s. 16.

Idem
(3) The report mentioned in subsection (2) shall, in respect of any specified type of assessment work, be filed not later than such date earlier than the anniversary date as may be prescribed for that type of assessment work. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 65 (3).

Credits measured in dollars spent
(4) For the purpose of subsection (1), assessment work credits shall be measured in terms of dollars spent. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 65 (4).

No dispute
(5)  The recorder shall not receive and file, or record against a mining claim, any dispute relating to the validity of any assessment work, for which a report has been filed under subsection (2) and that was performed on the claim or on mining lands that are contiguous to the claim or that the dispute alleges are not contiguous to the claim. 2000, c. 26, Sched. M, s. 7.

66. (1) The types of work that are eligible for assessment work credits, the method of calculating and approving the credits for work performed and the distribution of credits for work performed to mining claims shall be determined in such manner as is prescribed. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 66 (1).

Prospecting and regional surveys
(2) Prospecting and regional surveys performed on Crown lands before the recording of a mining claim are eligible for assessment work credits in such manner as is prescribed. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 66 (2); 1996, c. 1, Sched. O, s. 17.

Work on mining lands
(3) Exploration work performed on mining lands may be allocated as assessment work to contiguous unpatented mining claims in the prescribed manner. 1994, c. 27, s. 134 (3).

Notice of intention to perform assessment work
78. (1) A holder of a mining claim who first proposes to do ground assessment work on all or part of the land comprising a mining claim shall give notice of that intention in the prescribed form to the owner, if any, of the surface rights of the part of the land to be affected by the work. 1996, c. 1, Sched. O, s. 21.

Entry on land to perform work
(2) A person who has given notice under this section may enter on the land and perform the work at any time immediately following the day the notice is given. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 78 (2).

Surface rights compensation
Definition
79. (1) In this section and in section 78,

"owner of the surface rights" means a person to whom the surface rights of land have been granted, sold, leased or located. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 79 (1).

Right to compensation
(2) Where there is an owner of surface rights of land or where land is occupied by a person who has made improvements thereon that, in the opinion of the Minister, entitles that person to compensation, a person who,

(a) prospects, stakes out or causes to be staked out a mining claim or an area of land for a boring permit;

(b) formerly held a mining claim or an area of land for a boring permit that has been cancelled, abandoned or forfeited;

(c) is the holder of a mining claim or an area of land for a boring permit and who performs assessment work; or

(d) is the lessee or owner of mining lands and who carries on mining operations,

on such land, shall compensate the owner of the surface rights or the occupant of the lands, as the case may be, for damages sustained to the surface rights by such prospecting, staking out, assessment work or operations. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 79 (2).

Right of holder of mining claim, etc., to compensation
(3) Every person who damages mineral exploration workings or claim posts, line posts, tags or surveyed boundary markers delineating mining lands shall compensate the holder of the mining claim or the owner or lessee of the mining lands, as the case may be, for damages sustained. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 79 (3).

Determination of compensation by Commissioner
(4) In default of agreement and upon application made in the prescribed form by either party, the amount and the time and manner of payment of compensation under subsection (2) or (3) shall be determined by the Commissioner after a hearing and, subject to appeal to the Divisional Court where the amount claimed exceeds $1,000, the Commissioner's order is final. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 79 (4).

Right to lease of claim
81. (1) Upon compliance with this Act and the regulations and upon payment of the rent for the first year, the holder of a mining claim is entitled to a lease of the claim. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 81 (1).

Reservations, etc., in leases
86. (1) Every lease issued under this Act shall contain the following reservations or provisions:

Reservation for roads
1. Provided that nothing whatsoever herein contained shall prevent or interfere with the free user of any public or travelled road or highway crossing the hereinbefore described premises.

Reservation for power, petroleum, etc.
2. Reserving unto Us, Our Heirs and Successors such use of the land hereby demised for all such works as may be necessary for the development of water power and the development, transmission and distribution of electrical power, natural gas, petroleum and petroleum products, including the construction, maintenance and operation of roads, railroads, transmission lines and stations, flumes, pipelines, dams, power houses and other works and structures without any liability by Us to the Lessee.

Reservation for railways
3. Reserving the right to grant without compensation to any person or corporation the right-of-way necessary for the construction and operation of one or more railways over or across the lands herein leased without let or hindrance from the Lessee where such railway or railways shall not manifestly or materially interfere with the mining operations carried on upon the said premises.

Reservation for navigable waters
4. Saving, Excepting and Reserving unto Us, Our Heirs and Successors the free use, passage and enjoyment of, in, over and upon all navigable waters which shall or may hereafter be found on or under or to be flowing through or upon any part of the said parcel or tract of land hereby demised as aforesaid and reserving also right of access to the shores of all rivers, streams and lakes for all vessels, boats and persons, together with the right to use so much of the banks thereof not exceeding one chain in depth from the highwater mark as may be necessary for fishery or public purposes.

Provided that, should the premises herein described or any part thereof be covered by navigable waters, this lease shall be subject to the provisions of the Navigable Waters Protection Act (Canada), the Beds of Navigable Waters Act and the Lakes and Rivers Improvement Act.

Reservation for fishing
5. Provided that nothing herein contained shall in any manner restrict fishing or fishing rights in any navigable waters covering the premises hereby demised and that the Lessee shall not do any act resulting in damage to fishing or the fishing industry in the waters or to nets or other appliances used in fishing in the waters.

Reservation for land under navigable waters
6. Provided that these presents shall not vest in the Lessee any right, claim or title to the land under navigable waters which may be included within the limits of the herein described premises, but the Lessee shall have the exclusive right to extract the minerals therefrom during the term of these presents. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 86 (1).

Where item 2 of subs. (1) does not apply
(2) Item 2 of subsection (1) does not apply to a lease of the mining rights only. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 86 (2).

Other reservations
(3) The Minister may direct the inclusion of other reservations or provisions provided for in this Act or not inconsistent with the intent of this Act. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 86 (3).

Omission of reservations, etc.
(4) The Minister may omit reservations or provisions contained in subsection (1) from a lease issued under section 84 where such reservations or provisions are contrary to the purpose of the lease. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 86 (4).

Reservation of trees and right of entry
92. (1) Every patent or lease of Crown lands issued under this Act shall contain a reservation to the Crown of all timber and trees standing, being or hereafter found growing upon the lands thereby granted or leased, and of the right to enter upon such lands to carry on forestry, to cut and remove any timber or trees thereon, and to make necessary roads for such purposes. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 92 (1).

Exercise of rights reserved
(2) The rights reserved in subsection (1) may be exercised by any person holding a licence or permit from the Crown when authorized to do so by the Minister. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 92 (2).

Ownership of trees remains in Crown
(3) All timber and trees on Crown lands that have been staked out and recorded under this Act remain the property of the Crown, and the Crown may enter upon such lands to carry on forestry, to cut and remove any timber or trees thereon, and to make necessary roads for such purpose. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 92 (3).

Conditions under which holder, owner or lessee may cut trees
(4) Despite subsections (1) and (3) and subject to subsections (5) and (6), the recorded holder of a mining claim staked on Crown lands or the owner or lessee of lands acquired under this Act may cut such trees on the lands so staked or acquired as may be necessary for building, fencing or fuel purposes or for any other purpose necessary for the development or working of the minerals thereon. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 92 (4).
Mine hazards, closure plan

      147.(1) The Director may, in writing, order  any proponent of any lands on which a mine hazard exists or any prior holder of an unpatented mining claim on any such lands, other than a current or prior holder of an unpatented mining claim with respect to a mine hazard that was created by others prior to the staking of the claim and that has not been materially disturbed or affected by the current or prior holder, as the case may be, since the staking of the claim, to file within the time specified in the order a certified closure plan to rehabilitate the mine hazard, and the proponent or prior holder shall file the certified closure plan within that time or any extension of time granted by the Director.  1996, c. 1, Sched. O, s. 26.

Transmission of electricity and entering on lands without consent of owner
177. With the consent of the Lieutenant Governor in Council and on such terms as the Lieutenant Governor in Council sees fit, any company authorized to supply electrical power or energy or compressed air, or both, may from time to time construct, maintain and operate transmission lines, air pipe lines, substations and other conveniences for the transmission of electrical power or energy or compressed air, or both, and for any of such purposes may enter upon, take and use any mining lands or any privilege or easement required by such company for such purposes without the consent of the owner thereof, but subject to the payment of such compensation or annual rent for the privilege or easement required and authorized as is determined by the Lieutenant Governor in Council, and the Lieutenant Governor in Council may from time to time revoke or vary the terms upon which any right conferred under this section may be exercised. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 177; 1999, c. 12, Sched. O, s. 53.

Rights and Easements 

Rights over other lands that may be conferred by Commissioner
175. (1) Where required for or in connection with the proper working of a mine, mill for treating ore or quarry, the owner, lessee or holder of it or the person entitled to work it may, subject as hereinafter provided, obtain and have vested in him, her or it by order of the Commissioner, made after hearing such parties interested as appear or on appeal from the Commissioner,

(a) the right to open, construct, put in, maintain and use ditches, tunnels, adits, pipes, conduits, flumes and other works through, over or upon any land for the drainage, conveyance or passage of water;

(b) the right to discharge water upon any land or by, through or into any existing means of drainage whether natural or artificial;

(c) the right to drain off, lower or divert the water of any lake, pond, river, stream or watercourse, or any other water, although the water or part thereof may be on the land of or owned by any other person or that any other person may have rights or interests in or to such water or the use thereof;

(d) the right to collect and dam back water, although it may overflow other land;

(e) the right to take or divert and use for or in connection with the working of his, her or its own mine or quarry and bring thereto for such use any specified water, and to construct and maintain dams and other works and do all other things necessary or convenient therefor;

(f) rights of way or passage through or over any land or water, and the right to construct, improve, maintain and use suitable roads, tramways, aerial tramways, channels, waterways, passages and other means of transit and transportation upon, through or over any land or water, together with such other rights of entry upon and use of land and water as may be necessary or convenient therefor;

(g) the right to transmit electricity or any other kind of power, or have it transmitted, through or over any land or water in any form or manner and to do everything necessary or convenient therefor;

(h) the right to enter upon and use for or in connection with the working of his own mine or quarry a specified area of other land;

(i) the right to deposit tailings, slimes or other waste products upon any land, or to discharge the same into any water, the effects of such deposit or discharge not being injurious to life or health. R.S.O. 1990, c. M.14, s. 175 (1).

	


Definition of Advanced Exploration –in Assessment regulations
The following outlines the definition of advanced exploration under Part VII of the Mining Act and the types of work that fall under the definition of advanced exploration under the new Regulations of Part VII.

Definition under Mining Act


"advanced exploration" means the excavation of an exploratory shaft, adit or decline, the extraction of material in excess of the prescribed quantity whether the extraction involves the disturbance or movement of prescribed material located above or below the surface of the ground, the installation of a mill for test purposes or any other prescribed work. 

Types of Work under Regulations

1. Exploration carried out underground involving the construction of new mine workings or expanding the dimensions of existing mine workings. 

2. Exploration involving the reopening of underground mine workings by the removal of fixed or permanently fastened caps or bulkheads, or involving the excavation of backfilled shafts, raises, adits or portals. 

3. Exploration that may alter, destroy, remove or impair any rehabilitation work made in accordance with Part VII of the Act, or a filed closure plan 

4. Excavation of material in excess of 1000 tonnes. 

5. Surface stripping of any mining lands of an area in excess of 10,000 square metres; or volume in excess of 10,000 cubic metres. 

6. Surface stripping on any mining lands of an area in excess of 2,500 square metres or volume in excess of 2,500 cubic metres, if any of the activity occurs less than 100 metres from a body of water. 

Note:

"material" means rock, ore or any other substance excavated during the process of developing, mining, evaluating or testing any mineral or mineral deposit, but does not include excavated overburden;
"surface stripping" means the removal of overburden to expose bedrock or other material.

Mining Act
ONTARIO REGULATION 382/93
Amended to O. Reg. 601/94
FEES
Notice of Currency:* This document is up to date.
*This notice is usually current to within two business days of accessing this document. For more current amendment information, see the Table of Regulations (Legislative History).
This is the English version of a bilingual regulation.
1.  The following fees are payable under the Act:

	1.
	For inspecting a document filed with a recorder
	no charge

	2.
	For a prospector's licence or renewal of a prospector's licence
	$25.50

	3.
	For a substituted prospector's licence, including fee for affidavit sworn in the recorder's office
	5.10

	4.
	For recording a mining claim under section 44 of the Act or for filing an application to record a mining claim under subsection 46 (2) of the Act
	  

	  
	i. for each claim composed of one unit of 16 hectares or less
	20.40

	  
	ii. for each claim composed of more than one but less than seven 16-hectare units
	40.80

	  
	iii. for each claim composed of seven or more 16-hectare units
	61.20

	5.
	The fees for metal tags to be used in staking out claims are as follows:
	  

	  
	i. for each set of four corner post tags
	2.04

	  
	ii. for each duplicate corner post tag
	2.04

	  
	iii. for each line post tag
	1.00

	6.
	For recording a dispute, per claim
	51.00

	7.
	For filing a notice of re-staking, per claim
	10.20

	8.
	For recording an order of the Commissioner or an order in an appeal from the Commissioner, per order
	10.20

	9.
	For recording a certificate of a pending proceeding, per claim
	10.20

	10.
	For filing a notice of abandonment or partial abandonment, per claim
	10.20

	11.
	For recording a recorder's order extending the time for performing and filing a report of assessment work, per claim
	13.50

	12.
	For submitting an application for a lease:
	  

	  
	application fee, per lease
	75.00

	  
	plus fee for each 16-hectare unit of land
	4,400.00 less the dollar value of assessment work recorded to date


