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Submitted by Michelle Landry, member of the Ottawa Coalition Against Mining uranium (OCAMU)
I would like to begin by quoting from a number of the remarks prepared ahead of time for speeches delivered by the Ontario Minister of the Environment, from comments made by the Premier of Ontario, and a press release & its related backgrounder prepared to announce important legislative developments meant to safeguard the health of Ontarians and to protect our waters...  I quote these select few which date back to late 2007 and early 2008 because they demonstrate the priority the Government of Ontario is placing on clean water, land and air –all essential and basic to healthy human life and our future on the planet.  
Reviewing these important statements, and knowing the urgency that I and many others feel around the need to safeguard the environment from toxic substances and practices that degrade the quality of our land and province, I am heartened. However, as an activist who has spoken out and written letters to the Premier of Ontario asking for his leadership, a moratorium on uranium mining and a review of the mining act, I am deeply concerned and indeed enraged about the apparent doublespeak I have been hearing.  Perhaps you would agree that we have been hearing a lot of double speak or at least the avoidance and denial of a very real and present danger?   I am left with a lot of unanswered questions….
Why is the exposure and use of uranium not mentioned anywhere as a threat to public health (we know that radon gas is the second leading cause of lung cancer) and a threat to the integrity of our drinking water?    
Is it because uranium is commonly defined as a mineral with the assumption that minerals can do no harm and hence are not a toxic substance, i.e. toxic chemical although radon, polonium and thorium are all radioactive elements found on the Periodic Table of the Elements. http://chemistry.about.com/library/blperiodictable.htm   
Or that spills from uranium mines and tailings’ sites are not problematic and a potential risk for Ontarians who live nearby such mines where there are such occurrences or who rely on those watersheds for drinking water?  
Are the conservation authorities, environmental groups, grassroots community groups such as OCAMU of which I am a member and CCAMU and the 17 local governments who have spoken out against the exploration for and mining of uranium in Ontario watersheds not considered the right kind of partners?  Based on the following it would appear not!  
Why is it that Premier McGuinty is not paying attention to what these groups are saying about a VERY PRIMARY consideration in source water protection?  If indeed our Liberal and elected Provincial Leaders profess, and they do from statements below that “prosperity is about environmental wealth”, why is it that they are prepared to sacrifice forever beautiful land masses found in the Land O’ Lakes and Haliburton Highlands areas with severe environmental degradation for which there is no known remediation? I would recommend a visit to the Elliot Lake area.
There is no end to my questions and outrage….  I could go on but will stop here.  I suggest you read or reread for yourself what our Provincial leaders are professing.

I quote:

Remarks prepared for the The Honourable John Gerretsen, Ontario Minister of the Environment, speech delivered on World Water Day, March 20, 2008 posted online here http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/about/minister/speeches/032008.php 
“….

Protecting and sustaining our water has been a hallmark of this government since the beginning.  

From protecting drinking water … to better protections for the Great Lakes, to penalties for companies that spill … we’ve gone through a historic transformation on how we protect water in this province. 

We have passed the Clean Water Act and implemented all of Justice O’Connor’s recommendations on Walkerton — ensuring our drinking water is protected from source to tap.

Right now, 19 Source Protection Committees are meeting regularly to begin the process of source water protection.  That’s 300 people working locally to ensure that our drinking water is protected now and in the future.  We have committed $120 million in this process to date.

We are very serious about improving and protecting our water, but we can’t do it alone. 

We have many partners, municipalities, conservation authorities, environmental organizations and grassroots community groups, along with different governments helping us get this important work done.”
….

Remarks prepared for:

The Honourable John Gerretsen 
Minister of the Environment

14th Annual A.D. Latornell Conservation Symposium 
“Your Watersheds, Our Great Lakes”
November 15, 2007, Time: 12:30 P.M. 
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/about/minister/speeches/111507.php
The theme of this year’s symposium … “Your Watersheds, Our Great Lakes” is right to the point — it also reflects the approach our government has been taking over the past four years.

From our Clean Water Act to the Safeguarding and Sustaining Ontario’s Water Act, to the Greenbelt Act … we’ve gone through a historical transformation on how we protect water in this province — with more to come. 

These protections are critically important. 

…. I have had the privilege of sitting in on some environmental conversations over the past few days from really big names in politics — I’ve heard from a McGuinty, a Clinton and a Kennedy. 

What has impressed me from all three speakers was how they all agree there is no divide between economic prosperity and environmental protection.  In fact — they all say that debate is passé — that economic prosperity is about environmental wealth. 

This theme reminds me of the work that so many of you have pledged to undertake — the development of the source water protection plans for your local watersheds.

I know that our Clean Water Act and its regulations have set out legislative requirements for your plans.  I know that we’ve also set some very ambitious timelines and targets.  I am pleased we have built local and regional funding for project directly into the act. 

Together, your committees, your conservation authorities, your public health and environmental experts, our citizens, our municipalities, our farmers and our business people will be working together for a higher goal: protecting our drinking water, protecting our watersheds, changing our practices, forging a new green future. 

…

As you know, much good work has been done on protecting our watersheds and the sources of our drinking water through the Clean Water Act. 

We should not forget how significantly this act will change the way we think about water protection in this province.  The responsibility to prevent water contamination is now law.  That is a huge step forward, both in the way we protect our resources and the way our government works with our partners.  The Clean Water Act is about much more than satisfying the O’Connor Report — it has enshrined many best practices as the new norm. 

Now that the act has been passed, the careful work of implementing it begins.

For Immediate Release
November 20, 2007

MCGUINTY GOVERNMENT REDUCING ENVIRONMENTAL TOXINS

Government Tackles Environmental Causes Of Sickness http://www.premier.gov.on.ca/news/Product.asp?ProductID=1771
QUEEN'S PARK — The government is committed to protecting our families and children through tough new laws to reduce the environmental causes of sickness in Ontario, Premier Dalton McGuinty told parents at Queen's Park today.

"As Premier, but more importantly as a parent, I know how critically important it is to do whatever we can to protect Ontarians from potential health threats posed by environmental toxins," said Premier McGuinty.

"Every parent wants good health for their families above all else.  Raising children is a big enough job without having to worry about hidden toxins and carcinogens."

The McGuinty government's new toxins reduction strategy will include a range of measures to protect our health.  It will include introduction of new toxic reduction legislation to reduce pollution, inform and protect Ontarians from toxic chemicals in the air, water, land and consumer products. 
A group of parents and children gathered at Queen's Park today to mark National Child Day and draw particular attention to chemicals found in plastic baby bottles and other similar products.

The McGuinty government will appoint an expert medical and scientific panel to advise which toxins should be the focus of immediate attention, action and reductions as the new toxic reduction legislation is developed.  An early priority for this group will be to provide recommendations on how best to address Bisphenol A, widely used in plastic baby bottles and similar consumer products.

"We are pleased that the government has made a commitment to move forward with a Toxic Reduction Act that will include measures to protect Ontarians from toxins in consumer products," said Rick Smith, Executive Director, Environmental Defence.

"Premier McGuinty understands that reducing human exposure to dangerous toxic chemicals makes environmental sense, is good public health policy, and frankly, contributes to the development of the new, green economy that's good for both the planet and its peoples," said Dr. Ted Boadway, former executive director of health policy for the Ontario Medical Association.  "The government's commitment to introduce Canada's first toxic use reduction law will bring Ontario to the forefront of our country's efforts in tackling the environmental causes of human illness and suffering."

"Premier McGuinty's leadership, demonstrated by the commitment to introduce legislation early in 2008 to enable a province-wide ban on the cosmetic use of pesticides, is welcome news," said Janet Kasperski, Chief Executive Officer of the Ontario College of Family Physicians.  "We need to choose the health of our children over the odd weed."

In addition to introducing new toxic reduction legislation, the McGuinty government is undertaking a number of initiatives that will be included under a toxins reduction strategy to help protect Ontarians from potentially harmful environmental toxins, including:

· Legislation to ban the cosmetic use of pesticides to be introduced in the spring of 2008 

· Working with Cancer Care Ontario and the Ontario Medical Association to identify, target and reduce the number of cancer-causing agents released into our environment 

· Tough new standards to reduce the amount of harmful air emissions on 14 toxins 

· Replacing coal-fired electricity in Ontario and phasing it out completely by 2014 

· New provincewide standards and rules to protect children from exposure to elevated lead levels which may be present in the drinking water system of older neighbourhoods, schools and daycares. 

"We are committed to public health, protecting our shared environment and protecting the public interest," McGuinty said.


See also:

· Backgrounder: Reducing Environmental Toxics: The McGuinty Government Commitment 

· For immediate release
November 20, 2007
REDUCING ENVIRONMENTAL TOXICS
The McGuinty Government Commitment 
The McGuinty Government is determined to provide Ontario families and their children with a clean, safe environment with healthy air to breathe, land to use and water to drink. 

To clean up toxics and tackle the environmental causes of illnesses, we will:

1. Work with Cancer Care Ontario and the Ontario Medical Association to identify, target and reduce the number of cancer-causing agents released into the environment. 

2. Create a tough new toxic reduction law that requires companies to reduce toxic emissions. 

3. Ban the cosmetic use of pesticides across the province. 

4. Replace coal-fired electricity by 2014 to improve the quality of the air we breathe and reduce climate change impacts that threaten to disrupt our quality of life. 

5. Clean up toxic hot spots in the Great Lakes – such as Randle Reef in Hamilton Harbour – to help make the waters of the Great Lakes safe for families and their children. 

6. Set tough standards for an additional 14 toxic and cancer-causing chemicals. 

7. New province wide regulatory requirements to protect children from exposure to elevated lead levels which may be present in the plumbing of older neighbourhoods, schools and daycares. 

The McGuinty Government has taken many environmental actions to protect the health of families and children.  They include:

· Reduced emissions from coal fired electricity plants by one-third and closed the single largest source of air pollution in the GTA, the Lakeview coal plant.  The government has put in place regulations to phase out all coal plants by 2014. 

· Working with both large and small industry to cut air pollution emissions that impact on the health and quality of life of our families and their children.  In 2007 we set 19 new or updated air standards for 14 air toxics, including lead. Our government has now updated a total of 59 air standards for toxics, the largest update in over 30 years and the first time that some pollutants have had standards set for them. 

· Banned the burning of used oil in space heaters in Southern Ontario to support better air quality and protect the health of families and children. 

· Implementing all of the recommendations from the Walkerton Inquiry, with a comprehensive source-to-tap drinking water policy to ensure that water from our taps is safe to drink. 

· Passing the Clean Water Act, the most stringent drinking water source protection legislation in Canada, in 2006 to protect drinking water at its source and help ensure that the water from our taps is safe from toxic substances and pollutants. 

· Passing the “Spills Bill” (the Environmental Enforcement Statute Law Amendment Act) Introducing environmental penalties of up to $100,000 a day for companies that spill pollutants. 

· Increasing flushing and testing requirements for water in schools and day nurseries to protect children from being exposed to unsafe lead levels. 

· Signing a new Canada-Ontario Agreement Respecting the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem (COA) with the government of Canada for 2007 – 2010 with a commitment of more than $30 million in funding to help clean up contaminated Areas of Concern.  This is in addition to the $30 million committed to the remediation of Randle Reef in Hamilton Harbour. 

· Protecting 1.8 million acres of important land through the Greenbelt Plan. The Greenbelt will preserve parks, forests and other greenspace that help clean our air and provide a place to take part in healthy outdoor activities. 

· Through formal comments, continued to pressure the United States Environmental Protection Agency to consider human health and the environment in both Canada and the United States when revising national ozone standards and proposing changes to the Agency’s New Source Review Program. 

· Working with industry on an improved diversion plan for household hazardous waste, including batteries, paint and household chemicals. …
By refusing to mention uranium in these discourses and to consider that substance as toxic and dangerous, The Premier is would seem to be denying that uranium is a factor in causing disease and water contamination.  In other statements, our Premier has said effectively that when it comes to uranium, he is relying on the federal government to do the required environmental assessments of all projects involving further related development.  That would include potential mine sites old and new, such as those north of Sharbot Lake, Elliot Lake or in the Haliburton Highlands. He implies, it seems to me by doing so, that he has full confidence in their assessments and that we are in good hands. It seems that the health risks and the potential contamination of watersheds, lakes and rivers near such sites even from the exploration for uranium and its attending exposure are not of concern to him and his government.  He has it seems washed his hands of any responsibility.  The premier of Ontario does not seem to care and apparently does not want to hear what scientists, including physicians and experts in the study of uranium and its impacts are saying.  I have seen not one bit of concern expressed by him for any of the documented toxic environmental and health risks associated with uranium mining, nuclear reactors, nuclear waste, etc.

Premier McGuinty is not concerned it seems and is not willing, as a result, to advocate on behalf of his people with the Government of Canada and its agencies who give the approvals.  From my perspective, he has turned a blind eye.  

It doesn’t seem to matter that uranium is the most long-lasting, dangerous and toxic substance known to humankind.  That whole communities have been impacted e.g. the Serpent River First Nation, their drinking water so contaminated it is no longer potable and no remediation possible.  Premier McGuinty does not for a second it seems, (he has certainly not communicated such to date) that, he is concerned about similarly devastating results occurring to the people of the Ardoch First Nation and the potential contamination of the Ottawa River from which his home town, and his own constituency in Ottawa, and surrounding communities draw their drinking water.  
In the face of all this, all the proclamations and protestations at the beginning of my statement, the press releases, the statements concerning the protection of our water sources, of our air and land are rendered meaningless and ring hollow. 

If nuclear energy, the nuclear arms industry, the use of depleted uranium in warfare, uranium mining costs include a death toll on human lives and animal and plant species, and they do, and has been documented—for example, children who grow up near nuclear reactors are 25% more likely to suffer from leukemia and other cancers, then I am one among many who say, it is time to find a better way. And there are safer and less costly ways to produce energy that are renewable and safe.

If the miners who work in the uranium mines are 20% more likely to suffer a premature death because of their exposure at close range, and they are, then it is time we stopped mining uranium.  
If after 70 plus years of mining and processing uranium, we have found no safe ways of protecting against spills and contamination of the environment and the watersheds close by, and we haven’t, it is time to put an end to mining and processing.  
If after 30 years of nuclear power we have found no acceptable and safe ways to dispose of nuclear waste, it is time we quit pretending and became wise with the truth of our human limitations in the face of this powerful substance….  

Because we in Eastern Ontario are concerned about exploration and potential mining of uranium within approximately 50 kms of the city limits of Ottawa, I will let Dr. Jim Harding speak to the reality of the situation when it comes to water contamination and environmental degradation which go hand and hand with mining uranium regardless of how “state of the art” mining engineers profess the mine to be and regardless of how safe the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission deems the project to be.  The facts speak for themselves….
Read what Dr. Jim Harding has documented as ‘MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL “EVENTS”: Spills, floods, and Review failings at Saskatchewan uranium mines – 1979-2000, in his recent book : Canada’s Deadly Secret published by Fernwood Books in 2007.  I will highlight in yellow the words relating to water, including the word spill. The following is a list provided by Dr. Harding in January 2008 prior to his visit to Ottawa.

1. In 1979 it was revealed that there had been ongoing draining of several lakes at the joint venture (Cameco, Areva) Key Lake mine for three years prior to the Key Lake Board of Inquiry (KLBI) being appointed or reporting.  An attempt to get a court injunction failed because most lakes had already been drained. All environmental groups boycotted the Inquiry. (CDS, p. 66)

2. The Cluff Lake mine was operated by Areva from 1980-2002. The highly radioactive tailings (e.g. thorium and radium) were to be separated, stored in cement caskets and buried. By the mid-1980’s several caskets were leaking, and the Atomic Energy Control Board (AECB)[now the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission] gave permission for processing and adding the radioactive tailings to the open tailings. This did what the earlier inquiry said was unacceptable. (CDS, p. 124).

3. The Key Lake mine opened in 1983. Within a few months this “state of the art” mine had had 8 spills. The largest, involving 100 million litres of radioactive water, occurred in 1984 and received coverage in the national media. (CDS, p. 63-66)

4. Cameco’s Rabbit Lake mine opened in 1975 and is still operating at Eagle Point, with plans to use the mill for Cigar Lake uranium. In 1989 there was a major spill of 2 million litres of radioactive water into Wollaston Lake. (CDS, p. 85-90)

5. From 1980, when the SK Mine Spill Reporting started, until 1989, there were 150 reported spills at uranium mines, two-thirds involving radioactive materials.

6. In 1993 the Joint Federal Provincial Panel (JFPP) recommended not proceeding with the joint venture Denison/Areva Midwest mine and postponing Areva’s McLean Lake mine. The provincial NDP government ignored this and proceeded to approve both mines. (CDS, p. 186-90)

7. In 1996 two panel members resigned due to the inconsequential and flawed process of the JFPP. These included the occupational and environmental health specialist and First Nations member. The Inter-Church Uranium Committee (ICUC) withdrew from the JFPP and 4 mayors refused to host public hearings.

8. In 1999 the Atomic Energy Control Board (AECB) granted a new license at Areva’s McLean Lake mine, which started operations in 1995, even though its JEB tailings facility hadn’t undergone a full environmental assessment. The ICUC had the license quashed in Federal Court but the mining continued. The company had the injunction overturned in an appeal and the ICUC was refused standing to appeal at the Supreme Court. The company was awarded costs from ICUC. (CDS, p. 239)

9. In 2003 the new Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) renewed the license for the Rabbit Lake mine, which gave Cameco authorization to breach the dike that separated the mined-out Collins Bay A-zone pit from Wollaston Lake. The nearby community of Wollaston Lake opposed this action, and several groups including Minewatch sought a full assessment. The breaching of the dam was called “site rehabilitation” rather than “decommissioning” to avoid a consultative process and environmental assessment.

10. Cameco and Areva’s joint venture McArthur River mine, the largest uranium mine in the world, opened in 1999 and is still operating. In 2003 production had to be suspended due to underground flooding. (CDS, p. 236)

11. In 2004 the Cluff Lake mine and mill (which operated from 1980-2002) was decommissioned by Areva without further environmental assessment. The federal government simply referred the matter to the CNSC.

12. In 2004 the CNSC renewed the license for the Key Lake mine and mill operating since 1983, even though the side-walls of the Dielman pit were caving in. One million cubic metres of sand had already slumped. Besides decreasing the capacity for tailings this would make the tailings more permeable.

13. In 2006 Cameco and Areva’s joint venture Cigar Lake mine suspended construction due to complete underground flooding. Production delayed for two years and perhaps indefinitely. (CDS, p. 235-36)

14. Many more instances of review and mine company failings have been researched by Saskatoon’s ICUCEC.

Sources: Jamie Kneen, Uranium Mining in Canada, Minewatch, 2006 and Jim Harding, Canada’s Deadly Secret (CDS): Saskatchewan Uranium and the global Nuclear System (Fernwood, 2007)’.
I am grateful to have had this opportunity to speak up.  While I am not an expert in these matters, I have very strong feelings and am passionate about the integrity of creation, the sacredness of life, the duty to protect and the responsibility given to our elected officials to listen to the voice of the People and to govern in a manner consistent with the desires of the public who are impacted by their decisions.  We have spoken, and as committed partners who share the priority the Government of Ontario is placing on clean water, land and air –all essential and basic to healthy human life and pour future on the planet, we demand to be heard.  
Thank you for listening and caring.
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