Inquiry Presentation – Ottawa, Ontario            April 22, 2008

Good afternoon

My name is Gloria Morrison.

One of the questions listed for preparation to appear before this inquiry was What has been your experience?

Considering that question has led me to the following thoughts that I would like to leave with you today.
I believe that an understanding of our past is very important in helping us move forward, in a positive manner, into the future.

So, I would like to address the subject of how this movement began, way back in the beginning. I loosely define ‘this movement’ as a concerned body of citizens protesting against the staking and mining for uranium, at Robertsville. I will consider the first nine months – from October of 2006 when we discovered the staking on our property, until the end of June 2007 when the mine site was secured and protected by our protest.

I would like to share with you some of what I saw and heard through my ‘window in time’. 

My husband Frank and I are the couple who had their private land staked, as part of the 30,000 acres scooped up by Frontenac Ventures.

We are the couple who began asking questions – of our neighbors, our local environmental groups and our various levels of government. We have the dubious distinction in the minds of some as ‘having started all this.’ Of course it was not us but Ontario and Federal Government Laws that are at the root of all this, but Frank and I were there at the beginning of this movement.

From October of 2006 until March of 2007 Frank and I were alone with this concern, at the local level. We did all that we could to raise awareness by contacting members of our community, our local press; we spent days on the telephone speaking with our environmental associations, politicians at all levels, the Ministry of Natural Resources, the Ministry of Northern Development and Mines, the Ministry of the Environment and Frontenac Ventures itself.

Not a single one of the organizations I just mentioned offered any help in those initial months and what was even more obvious and upsetting, very few showed even a pretense of caring. As I recall, the area supervisor for the Ministry of Natural Resources, explained the situation to me in plain language Gloria, you must realize that the mining industry is more powerful than any level of government in this country.
The phrase I heard over and over again, even from several of our neighbors who were also staked, was “there is nothing you can do once your land is staked. The Mining Act is just too powerful.”

Back when all this started Frank and I were just like most ordinary Canadians……we were law abiding, obedient, respectful people who believed that on the whole, we live in a great country where property rights are protected and secure, where all individuals have access to fair government policies and officials, and where each Canadian is equal before the courts. This is what we expected and therefore the truth is - we could have easily been sidetracked until the drilling was done.

Let me give you several examples of What ifs for you to think about:

What if when I called the MNR, the stewards of the crown land on behalf of all Canadians, what if they had said that they would be overseeing and monitoring what F.V. were doing on the crown land during the exploration phase – that they would be applying stringent guidelines to protect our water ways and the terrain? But you see, they could not, in truth, say this because those policies do not exist. So instead I was told that once land was staked the stewardship role was turned over ‘so to speak’ to the MNDM whose mandate, as we know, is to promote the interests of mining.

What if when I spoke with the supervisor for the MNDM Mr. Roy Denomme, he had said that he would investigate my claims that the staking was improperly done on our property, that he would review the paper work on our claim where the prospector had omitted to identify the creeks, buildings, roads and upgrades that were supposed to be shown –and note here, that I am referring to the same paperwork on which the staking permit was granted.

And what if Mr. Denomme would have agreed that it was inexcusable that we had not been informed before the prospector had entered on our land [after all we live right there on the property.]

That it was unacceptable that our trees had been destroyed to create posts and blazing trails. What if he had promised to look into all of these issues? 

But No, instead Mr. Denomme said that I should contact the mining company directly and speak with them about my concerns. Interesting isn’t it! I was not the one who had granted permission, nay even a permit to the mining company to do all of this, yet the task of getting answers and redress was left to me.

What if  in my communication with Frontenac Ventures spokesperson, Dr. Bottrill he had responded with concern regarding our damaged trees, concern that one of the prospector’s that he admitted being responsible for:

had entered our property without advising us

had damaged and destroyed many trees in the staking process

had left us with many questions regarding the accuracy of the area staked

had been issued a mining claim based on documentation that was far from complete.

What kind of a difference could it have made if Dr. Bottrill had shown concern and promised to follow up on these issues? 

I suggest to you that Dr. Bottrill could have established a positive dialogue where we would have waited to see what the company would do – isn’t patience, giving the benefit of the doubt and waiting to see what happens, part of the Canadian way!

But No, instead Dr. Bottrill stated categorically that no tree had ever been damaged due to blazing, and that his prospectors had learned that informing people beforehand only put them at risk. He gave a recent example where one of his prospector’s had been met with a shotgun after informing a landowner of his intentions to stake. 

No instead, he explained that people in the mining industry were environmentalists at heart – their love of nature is why most of them had entered the mining industry.

And then there was his point that F.V. believed that these claims north of the Sharbot Lake area, could prove to be among the best uranium deposits in Canada.

So, with no hope of redress or real concern from any of these organizations Frank and I continued with our efforts to exhort people to get involved and I continued to do my research. The more we considered the issue the more we realized the enormous potential for harm to literally millions of people – and no one was listening to us! 

And so if the mining industry, and our affected government departments and officials have a problem today with the amazing public outpouring of support for what we see as right and just –they have no one to blame but themselves! 

And they deserve these consequences!
So what happened, what made the difference that brings us all to this point in time? There are hundreds of individuals who deserve awards for their courage, untiring efforts, generosity, in time, funds and spirit and downright tenacity for ’hanging in’. And the list of those heroes grows weekly!

But in my experience with this life-changing event, there is a particular recognition that must be made as singular and pivotal to all else—and that is the unswerving and unflinching stand of the Ardoch Algonquin First Nations People. In particular the courage of their leadership in declaring that the land would not be put at risk, a position declared to Frank and I by their chief, Randy Cota way back in November of 2006. This position led to their community’s decision to protest and blockade the mine site. 

And, No they did not act alone. They invited their sister community, the Shabot Obaadjiwan people to join forces with them and eventually hundreds of us within the settler community did what we could to support these courageous front-line protestors.

Without reservation, as someone who has watched this unfold from the beginning I can say that I believe that without Ardoch’s courage [beyond all reason and logic at times] without their dogged determination and their vision that ‘right will prevail in the end’ we would not be sitting here today! 

In June of 07 we were no more than a dozen committed settlers working for this cause. So I ask you now, What if our First Nations people had not acted?

Frontenac would have done their drilling on schedule in June of 2007. And, if Dr. Bottrill, chief geologist for Frontenac was anywhere near correct, we could be well on our way to a uranium strip mining operation in Roberstville, today.

That was then and our First Nations People, both communities, have more than carried their end of this struggle. And now it is our turn to step into the hard fighting. I see that it is the people, ordinary Canadians, you and I joining together who can and will provide the energy, resolve and courage to win this battle. I know this now. We are the power of this country. We have always been, I just did not realize this before. Each and every one of us needs to prepare for that role by learning as much as we can, getting involved and caring about our fellow Canadians – especially those who are not treated as equals in our society, and before our courts!

Thank you.

Attachments:  Staking pictures

                       Staking documentation

                       Our Story

                       December 1st 2006 letter to Ardoch and documentation

                       June 2007 public letter of support for protest

                       September 2007 letter to MNDM

                       ‘As It Happens’ Interviews Jan. 2006 – on CD

September 20, 2007
Mr. Rick Bartolucci, Minister of Northern Development and Mines

99 Wellesley St. West

Whitney Block, Room 5630

Toronto, Ontario  

M7A 1W3

Dear Minister Bartolucci:

As we approach the one year anniversary of our land being recorded ‘as staked for the mining of uranium’ under the mining laws of Ontario, we take this opportunity to contact you, personally. We realize that an upcoming Ontario election may alter who holds the leadership mantle within the Ministry of Northern Development and Mines and therefore ask that this letter be for the advisement of yourself or your replacement. 

We have two reasons for writing this letter. The first is to advise your department, on an official basis, that under no circumstances do we find the intrusion on our land, the defacement of our property and the disruption of our personal lives as acceptable.  Secondly, we want to approach you as a Canadian citizen who holds an influential position of governance within this great province and appeal to your sense of ethics, justice and good common sense.

Our land identified under claim number 4207239 in the Township of North Frontenac, staked on behalf of Frontenac Ventures was accepted, for staking purposes, by your ministry and recorded on October 12th 2006. We have carefully reviewed all 107 pages of the Mining Act for the province of Ontario, including the dispute process. We have decided that this letter will serve as our notice to your department and our province that no, we are not in agreement with what has transpired on our land.

We are not in agreement that anyone can enter on our land without our knowledge. We do not accept that our property can be damaged; our trees were cut to create the staking posts, and dozens more of our young trees along the blazed line are already dying because of the ‘butchering job’ done by the prospector.  As well, before any of our land could be separated for mining purposes, there would have to be clear and accurate survey lines representing legal boundaries. From our investigation the staking was not completed properly and more importantly, it does not appear to accurately define the area open to staking. 
Minister Bartolucci, please note that we made the above assertions in telephone conversations last November with both Roy Denomme, supervisor with your ministry and Dr. Bottrill, geologist with Frontenac Ventures. At that time we had no indication that our concerns were taken seriously by either your department or the mining company. Our impressions have only been confirmed by the fact that no one has ever gotten back to us on any of these matters.
The principal reason for our choosing this method of voicing our objections rather than following the prescribed procedure of your department, namely Section 48- Dispute of Recorded claim, is that our land is part of territory that the government of Ontario is in no position to be issuing mining claims or leases on.  We accept our Algonquin First Nations People’s assertion that they never surrendered or sold this land to the crown.  We support them and their efforts to protect all the staked land in our home territory. We view them as the rightful stewards of this land and the only interests in a position to question our claim to ownership rights. A secondary reason for not adhering to your dispute process is that our research has only highlighted the futility of your time-consuming and expensive process.  

Minister, we are average Canadian citizens who worked hard all of our working lives and then retired to live out typical Canadian dreams of peace and tranquility. Always law-abiding and conscientious, we could never have imagined living through the turmoil, disappointments and heartache that we have experienced over the last year. By virtue of being Canadian citizens who showed concern and asked questions about our land and our environment, and then looked for help to protect both, we find ourselves living the serious drama that surrounds us today.
This past year has changed us – and we no longer view our land, our governments, or our planet from the same perspective. This June, we heard ourselves described by Frontenac Ventures as activists and then later at a public meeting George White chose to define us as eco-terrorists.  These descriptions could hardly be further from the reality of our past lives, or our retirement plans. But as we all know, people can grow into labels, if the right circumstances prevail.

We have decided not to forward our concerns to you through a solicitor as we will continue to work through the ‘court of public opinion.’ Although there are a number of major issues involved here, the priority for us, as it is for most Canadians, is the environment. We believe that the environment is not an issue that Canadians are prepared to accept half measures on from either their elected officials or their governments, any more. We, like most other citizens of Ontario and Canada are now looking for those politicians and parties that we believe will act to preserve our earth – at whatever the cost. We also believe that party loyalties and standing political traditions will topple, if the environmental concerns of Canadians are not addressed.  
We are prepared to do our part. Although we bought the land for our retirement and to pass it on to our children, we are willing to forgo that dream in order to preserve the health of the environment in an area we love. Therefore, we will take whatever steps we can to see that the wildlife, and the decent people of the Frontenacs are protected. To that end we are prepared to return our personal land to our Ardoch Algonquin People, if that is what is required to protect it from harm.
We are looking for ethical and sage leadership Minister Bartolucci, and in the case of the mining industry, meaningful changes and legislation that will ensure the health of our planet and the people who live in our province. Band-aid alterations will no longer be adequate.  The only acceptable solution in our situation is a moratorium on the mining of uranium in Ontario, and a complete overhaul of the mining act. We trust that you will take this letter and our concerns seriously. We also look forward to your response to this letter.
Sincerely,

Gloria Morrison 

Frank Morrison
Snow Road Station, Ontario

Copies of this letter also forwarded to:
Premier Dalton McGuinty
Constituency Office

1975 Kilborn Avenue

Ottawa, Ontario

K1H 6N1 
Ms. Lauren Broten, 
Minister of the Environment

12th Floor, 135 St. Clair Ave. W.

Toronto, Ontario

M4V 1P5 

Mining Report              November 30, 2006
Prepared by:  Gloria Morrison/Land owner 

Related to mining claims staked in the Townships of Palmerston, Olden and Oso in the Counties of North and Central Frontenac – intent is to mine Uranium

Name of Mining Company:

Frontenac Ventures Corporation






70 Hedge Road






Sutton, Ontario






L0E 1R0






905-722-5104






George White       [A Principal Owner]

Company Geologist:


Dr. Terry Bottrill






905-842-9884






tbottrill@cogeco.ca
Personal Statement – Gloria and Frank Morrison

My husband Frank and I own 3 adjacent parcels of land in the Township of Palmerston. The total acreage is approximately 100 and this land occupies territory in lot 17 concessions 8 & 9 and lot 16 concession 9. According to the Ministry of Northern Development and Mining we own both the surface rights and mining rights for lot 17 concession 8 and lot 16 concession 9, but only the surface rights on lot 17 concession 9. Approximately 60% of our land is in lot 17 concession 9, and has been staked for mining. 

The claim related to our land is 4207239 and on the Application to Record Staked Mining Claim(s) is shown as 6 units, each of 16 hectares, and is described as lot 17, con 9 and the west ½ of lot 18, concession 8. The approximate 100 acres in the west ½ of lot 18 is Crown Land and at present on the MNDM site is shown as ‘disposition pending.’ We believe that is because of the large pond and dam that is situated on this crown land that adjoins our property. On the north east side of our land and the crown land, the K & P Rail Line forms our border. At the present time this beautiful trail is used by snowmobilers, bikers, hikers and nature enthusiasts. The Mississippi Valley Conservation Authorities, we understand, presently own and are responsible for the K & P road. During the past winter logging trucks have used this road.
In early October of 2006 Frank discovered the staked mining claim on our land. Three of our trees had been cut down, 2 to create posts while the third appeared to be a blazing attempt that had been abandoned. Pink marking tape as well as extensive blazing of our trees drew a boundary between lots 16 and 17. 

Although we live on our land, we were not advised that a prospector would be entering on our property. [Under the Mining Act it is not mandatory, but highly recommended that surface rights owners be advised, prior to entering the land] We have concerns regarding the accuracy of the boundaries drawn, the proper adherence to staking requirements, and the destruction of our young trees through the blazing procedure. We will be reviewing the above in detail when we submit a formal objection under the Mining Act, Dispute Against A Recorded Claim.
The staked land in question, on lot 17 concession 9 as well as lot 16 concession 9 are both registered under the Managed Forest Program and taxed accordingly. They have been designated as such since 1997. Our managed forest plan revolves around our vision of our land as a wildlife and nature habitat with trails, winter protection and food for wildlife, and a peaceful terrain for people to travel through on foot, snowshoes and cross country skis. Frank has invested 10 years of manual work into clearing the original logging roads, opening up natural trails for wildlife and encouraging natural tree growth. We have no interest in commercial logging or any other monetary venture that would detract from the natural terrain that we value above all else. One of the principal reasons we chose this land was because of the beauty of the natural creeks and the rocks that abound in this terrain.

The staked land in question has both the Big Antoine Creek and the Little Antoine Creek flowing throughout the 60 acres. There is an active Beaver Dam in one large area and usually several other dams dispersed throughout the creek system. In the winter, Frank always clears a large area for skating as it is a particular love in our family. It is sublime to spend an afternoon skating among the creek’s winter foliage with the birds singing and the sun shining—a patch of heaven on this earth! 

Also relevant to our personal objection to the mining interests is the lifestyle choices that Frank and I have already made. We bought this land in 1996 and moved from Ottawa, in May of 2002. Our home was built by local craftspeople and Frank; it is a modest log home in the traditional style of square cut white pine timbers, taken from a stand of trees on our land. We also decided to provide for our energy needs by purchasing a complete solar system and including windows that would augment the natural power of sunlight. We are off-grid and make daily lifestyle choices related to the energy provided by the sun through our solar panels. Our lifestyle is more physical and some would say limits our choices for many modern conveniences, but we are satisfied. We have chosen to be careful stewards and honor the blessings that the earth has provided. This is what we want and what we have chosen for our retirement years. We have worked a lifetime to amass the funds to live out this dream.    

Claims Details
54 Claims are listed on the MNDM site, under the company – Frontenac Ventures Corp.

The following is an abbreviated version of what is found under each claim. Please see the following website for more complete details. www.mndm.gov.on.ca/mndm/mines/default_e.asp

Step 2. Mines & Minerals, Mining Lands, Mining Claims Info (Abstracts & Reports),

Next page – Client Reports (enter Frontenac Ventures)

Please note: Reference to Crown or Private Land originally taken from a 1993 map; February 2007 verified against the records in the township office.

Claim #
Filing Date

Lot/Conc


Crown or Private

3018267
May 9/06

L.9 & 10/ C. 4


MNR – Address for all MNR notations is Highway 28 S  P.O. Box 500  Bancroft, Ontario  K0L 1C0

3018394
May 9/06

L.10/ C. 5


MNR–Cranberry L    

3018395
May 9/06

E1/2 L.9/ C. 6


MNR-Cranberry L

3018396
May 9/06

L.7 & 8/ C. 6


MNR

4203253
Oct 12/06

SW1/4 & E1/2 L6/ C.8           MNR

4205668
Oct 12/06

SE1/4 L5, E1/2 L4/ C.7          MNR-Gibsons L.

                                                            W1/2 L4/ C. 8                         MNR

                                                            113 ac.   $ 30,000  Current Value

4207228
Oct 12/06

L.20 & 21/ C. 7

MNR

4207237
Oct 12/06

L18/ C. 8


P [our neighbor]

4207239
Oct 12/06

L.17 & W1/2 18/ C.9

P [us]

4207263
Oct 12/06

W1/2 L.8/ C. 9

MNR

4212169
May 9/06

L.1&2/ C. 3


MNR-Crotch L

                                                            [Pt. lot 1 Hunting Camp Leased to Boles

                                                            .13 ac. $7800 Current Value]

4212212
May 9/06

L.11 & 12/ C. 4

MNR

4212213
May 9/06

L.11 & 12/ C. 5

MNR-Cranberry L

4212217
May 9/06

L.10 & 11/ C. 6

MNR-Cranberry L

4212218
May 9/06

L.10 & 11 &






N1/2 E1/2 L.9/C. 7

MNR & P



Assessment Work Notice Sept 7/06

                       [Lot 11 Con 7  Otter Lake;Owner – Waite, George Tracy

                        212 ac.     20, 500 Current Value]    39 Ruth St.

                        Tel. # 313-381-9083                         Ecorse MI, 48229]

4212219
May 9/06

W1/2 L.2/C. 4


MNR

4212220
May 9/06

L.11/C. 6


MNR-Cranberry L

4212221
May 9/06

L.12/C. 9


P – Miller’s L



Assessment Work Notice Sept 7/06

                        [Alves Worms Ltd. c/o 622 Lyon Sts.

                         Ottawa, Ont.  K1S 3Z2 ]

4212222
May 9/06

L.9 &10/C. 8


MNR-Miller’s L

4212223
May 9/06

L.8 & 9/C. 7


C & P

4212224
May 9/06

L.3 & 4/C. 3


MNR-Crotch L

4212225
May 9/06

L.6 & 7/C. 7 


C

4212226
May 9/06

W1/2 & NE1/4

C






L. 5/C. 7




4212227
May 9/06

W1/2 L.7 & 8






NW1/4 L.6/C8


MNR-Miller’s L

4212235
May 9/06

L.3/C. 4 






Excluding E0430535

C

4212236
May 9/06

W1/2 L.4/C. 4


C

4212237
May 9/06

L.5 & 6/C. 3


MNR-Crotch L

4212238
May 9/06

L.6/C. 4


MNR

4212239
May 9/06

L.6 & 7/C. 5


MNR Mining Lease

4212240
May 9/06

E1/2 &S1/2 of W1/2






L. 6/C. 6


C – Mining Lease

4212241
May 9/06

L.7&Pt. L. 8/C. 3

C






2 exclusions

4212242
May 9/06

L.7 & 8/C. 4


MNR

4212243
May 9/06

L.8/C. 5


MNR

4213060
June 27/06

L.13/C. 6


MNR-King’s L

Concession 3     Lot 1-14        Crotch Lake    1815 ac.           Current Value      $196,000

                   3   Pt. Lot 9                       MNR      .13 ac                                              7,400

                   3   Pt. Lot 7   Lup Black Bay Hunt Club  .13 ac                                     9,200

Concession 4     Lot 2-4                      MNR     610 ac.                                           52,000

                   4      Lot 6-14          Crotch Lake   1432 ac                                         196,000

       4   pt. lot 2               Farlane, leased to Clark  .13 ac.                           10,600

Concession 5      Lot 2-8                     MNR     1375 ac.                                         57,000

                   5    E pt lot 5                    MNR            1 ac                                         10,700

                   5       Lot 10-12       Cranberry Lake  571 ac                                        57,000

Concession 5      Lot 13-14       Island P in Cross L – Crotch L

                                                  Ontario Power Generation Inc.     259 ac            166,000

                   5       Lot 13           Crotch Lake Dam

                                                  LUP Ontario Hydro  .26 ac                                   10,700

     {5    Pt. L 13, 14      Miss. River & Crotch L    25 ac                          142,000}

                         Morrow c/o Delmar Sargeant

Concession 6  Lot 5-8                         MNR              1 ac                                      47,500

Township of Olden








4205671
Oct 12/06

L.23 & 24/C. 9

?

4206569
Oct 12/06

L.23 & 24/C. 10

?

4207236
Oct 12/06

L.25/C. 9 & 10

?

4207241
Oct 12/06

E1/2 L. 28 & 29/C. 9

?

4212204
May 9/06

L. 26 & 27/C. 9

?

4212208
May 9/06

N1/2 L. 31/C. 10

?

4212209
May 9/06

N1/2 L. 31/C. 11

?

4212210
May 9/06

L.26/C. 10


?

4212211
May 9/06

L.29/C. 10 &






W1/2 L.29/C. 11

?

4212228
May 9/06

E1/2 L. 29/C. 11

?

998512
May 26/05

L.30/C. 11


?

918513
May 26/05

S1/2 L.31/C. 11

?

998530
May 26/05

NE1/4 L.30/C. 10

?

998531
May 26/05

S1/2 L. 31/C. 10

?

Township of Oso

4205670
Oct 12/06

W1/2 L. 28 & 29/C. 3

?

4212166
May 9/06

W1/2 L.31/C. 1

?

4212167
May 9/06

E1/2 L.30/C. 1


?

4212168
May 9/06

E1/2 L. 31/C. 2

?

4212229
May 9/06

N1/2 L. 27/C. 1

?

For map information showing where all claims are located

www.mndm.gov.on.ca/mndm/mines/default_e.asp
step 2, Mines & Minerals, Mining Lands, CLAIMaps 

April 22, 2007        Prepared by: Gloria Morrison

This past January when I was interviewed on CBC’s National Radio Program “As It Happens” journalist Carol Off asked what I had learned since I discovered that our land had been staked for uranium mining exploration. I would like to take the opportunity offered by Mining Watch Canada to respond to that. I also want to share the heart-wrenching questions that my husband and I are left to ponder as we await the bulldozers, chain saws and earth moving equipment to begin their destruction of our much beloved paradise.

During the first week of October 2006 my husband, Frank was out collecting fire wood to top up our winter supply. We own 100 acres of land of which 80 acres is mixed wood lot and 20 acres is rolling meadow.  Frank came upon an area where several of our trees had been severed, and the four feet of trunk that was still protruding from the ground had been squared into posts, tagged and notes made on the newly razed trunks. The steel tags had numbers, and the emblem for the province of Ontario. The pen writing included a date from the previous week and a man’s name. Besides the several severed posts there were about 30 trees that had been ‘blazed’ along approximately a 1200 foot line of pink marking tape. Frank correctly guessed that our land had been staked for mining. We had not received any notification or warning that this was going to happen. 

What we have learned about this situation since that time is the following. As surface rights owners we truthfully have no rights to protect our land. The mining company, through their prospector, can enter our land at will without advising us. According to the 1870s mining law of Ontario, for the purposes of staking, prospectors are permitted to cut down our trees to create posts and blaze others to mark a trail. During the assessment phase which can go on for as long as 15 or 20 years, they can dig large trenches and deep holes, cut down trees, remove thousands of tons of soil and rock and bring in whatever equipment is necessary to do this. As the surface rights owners we are entitled to compensation in some instances, according to the law. In reality we have learned that the cost to pursue this is always in excess of what one could ever hope to recover. And of course this is always after the fact. My understanding is that the issue of compensation is ‘a cruel joke.’ 
In our area, as of this date, a total of 70 claims have been staked; 54 by Frontenac Ventures Corporation and 16 by RJK Explorations. The majority of these claims are on Crown land. From the enquiries I have made to the Ministry of  Natural Resources, the stewards of our Crown land, it seems that once Crown land is staked it now is under the ‘care’ of the Ministry of Northern Development and Mining. [The website for the Ministry of Northern Development and Mining is clear; their mandate is to promote the interests of mining.] 

When I reacted in horror to this information each of the individuals I spoke with at the Ministry of Natural Resources said that perhaps they were wrong and someone more knowledgeable from the MNR would get back to me. Several months later, when the promised return phone calls had not materialized, I again called the MNR and this time I did receive a response from our area supervisor in Tweed. He informed me that once Crown land was staked it then fell under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Northern Development and Mining. When I protested that this was unreasonable given the mandate of MNDM he stated the plain truth; the power of the MNDM supersedes that of the MNR. Other than issuing standard permits for things such as the construction of roads, the MNR no longer held jurisdiction. There was nothing the MNR could do to help us. My query in this instance is now the following: who will do the important task of monitoring what happens on our precious crown land in our area?

We are also facing the consequences of the mining of uranium. My question is fundamental: what are the possible health and environmental repercussions of this mineral being extracted in our backyard, literally? For me, the most fearful prospect of this reality is that it seems there are no regulations or environmental groups who monitor the activities of the mining company during the assessment phase, prior to the actual decision to mine. Again, when I reacted with fear I was told by all the individuals in the various ministries I have contacted that I could claim compensation if any harm is done. What is reasonable compensation when our air, water and soil are contaminated and our health affected?

If a surface rights owner finds the evidence that their land has been staked the only recourse they have, if they are not in agreement, is to file A Dispute. This is done through the Ministry of Northern Development and Mining. [Again, keep in mind that the mandate of this ministry is to promote the mining interests] This must be done within one year from the time the staked land was registered. After that one year period the surface rights owner has no recourse to lodge their dissatisfaction. Frank and I plan to do this although we have already been warned not to raise our hopes. The mining interests are extremely powerful.
A little about what this land means to us is pertinent. We have both lived in Ottawa for most of our adult lives. Beginning in 1990 we started looking for the perfect piece of land in the country to use for recreation now and eventually retire on. In 1996 we fell in love, ‘at first sight.’ It had the wonderful mixed forest that Frank wanted, as well a decent meadow area that would support growing herbs and vegetables. It also included what always moves my heart – wonderful streams and huge rock boulders. It was also within 90 minutes of Ottawa. It did not include any structures or services but we had found our dream property so we would manage. That first fall, Frank started building a tiny cabin to serve as basic shelter, until such time as we would build a proper home. The cabin he built measures 10 feet by 14 feet, has no amenities except a wood stove, and was completely constructed by hand with no power tools. It served as our retreat until we moved, permanently from Ottawa, in 2002. It still serves as backup for visitors and although not a thing of beauty to others, it is a constant emblem of Frank’s hard work and love of his land.

The modest log cabin that is now our home was built from a stand of trees on our own land. We decided not to install hydro and instead manage with a solar powered system. We have an open concept, small home and heat entirely with a high efficiency wood stove.  Of course this means that we are very conscious of our energy needs and our lifestyle is much more physical than many would care for, but we do not mind. We share our land with many animals including bears, wolves, coyotes, partridges and wild turkeys. We love this wild and rugged terrain. Our 80 acres of forest has a registered plan – under the Managed Forest System. It is designated as recreation land for animals and people with the focus on trails and natural growth, with particular attention to the healthy maturing of a mixed variety of trees. Frank has spent 10 years clearing and grooming this land. [When we contacted the Managed Forest Group for help they advised us that not only could they not help us against the mining interests, but we could expect to lose our designation under the managed forest plan; hence, our taxes would drastically rise.] 

Our hope has always been to pass this lovely bit of heaven on to our children. We are now facing the reality that not only have our dreams disintegrated but we are left with a property that although it took a lifetime of effort to pay for, its market value is most uncertain. Who would buy land with the prospect that one could expect that trenches and huge holes can be dug, vast amounts of soil removed, trees cut,  terrain disturbed in any number of ways, as well as having large equipment entering your property at the mining company’s will. 

So what does one do with land like this? Do we continue to care and groom and put our remaining time and energy into a property we love, knowing that on any given day, with a mere 24 hours notice, the mining company can walk right in and start work?

Yet, this is not just our heartbreak. In the initial assessment phase, if our water and soil is contaminated many people will be affected. The water from our creeks flows into the Mississippi River which supplies water for many communities that border the city of Ottawa. As well, assessment work on the vast amount of crown land captured in these claims has ramifications for our area which is known as the Land O’ Lakes. Tourism and recreational property is what our township is known for. 

Looking twenty years into the future, without doubt an actual on-site uranium mine operation would unequivocally change this region.  But the possible ramifications are again, far beyond that. In my mind, I have always envisioned our forested region with its fresh running waters as the ‘environmental filter’ for our neighboring urban cities. In one generation that ‘filter’ could not only vanish, but be replaced with a hazard that no one can truthfully predict the consequences of. 

The Township of North Frontenac is a large, beautiful, rugged terrain comprising a total of 108,694 hectares, of which 61,863 hectares are designated as Crown land. Almost 80% of the townships small population is seasonal and for those who live here full time, 1904 souls – it can be a modest lifestyle with fewer employment opportunities and services. The mining company, I have no doubt, took this into consideration when choosing to stake in our area. Obviously the uranium deposits are here, but this is also a milieu where there are few voices to protest and the area is known to be economically ‘humble’ and without the vast funding of other, more affluent parts of Ontario. 

This is a David and Goliath story. We need the voices of other people from Ontario, as well as from Canadians across this land to join with us to demand our rights as property owners. All across this country, each and every province is in desperate need of decent and responsible laws for the mining of minerals. But the ultimate reason for every Canadian to add their voice to the call for change relates to our physical planet. No matter how high the value of Uranium may climb, it could never compensate us for the loss of a healthy planet to live on.

