Citizens' Inquiry into the Impact of the Uranium Cycle 
Tuesday, April 15th - Sadleir House, Peterborough 

1:50 - Canadian Resource Sirens Sound the Alarm on the Impacts of the Uranium Cycle 

Sirens  - dressed as resources wearing banners 
- sovereignty - Jan 
- civil liberties - Jo 
- water - Alana
- forests - Lynn
- family farms - Catherine 
- health care - Sheila 
- military - Brenda
- uranium - Kathryn 

Master of Ceremonies  - Introduction 
Canadian Resource Sirens Sound the Alarm on the Impacts of the Uranium Cycle 

Sovereignty and Civil Liberties - stage front with mic and chains 

Civil Liberties  holding up symbols of Three Amigos (Harper, Bush, Calderone) - 
The Canadian Resource Sirens formed to sound the alarm on the dangers of the SPP 
- the Security and Prosperity Partnership between Canada, Mexico and the United States. 
We were concerned about the future of Canada's sovereignty and our natural resources 

Sovereignty says as Sirens enter -  Water, Forests, Family Farms, Health Care, Military and Defence and my friend, Civil Liberties. 
(Uranium is hidden to the right - buried under the ground.) 

Imagine our horror upon learning that mining companies had staked claims 
and were planning to explore, drill and develop uranium mines in our province in our backyard 
-  between Algonquin Park and the Adirondacks!

This eastern corridor has the most natural biodiversity in North America. 
It is valued as a peaceful refuge by those from near and afar - cottagers and tourists alike. 
It is home to a large First Nations Community.
Imagine placing open pit uranium mines in such a location.
Think of the consequences...
We're here to sound the alarm!

We realize that big money can be made mining uranium.
And we know that the Ontario Mining Act of 1890 sides with mining companies.
Permits -  free entry - claims - leases on private property - or on Crown Land - cannot be denied.
The Mining Act is out-dated and needs to be revoked.
The Ontario Mining Act is chaining us down. 
(Sirens make chains obvious-  tighten chains - no smiles - look grim) 
SONG - Chains - 
Chains - Dalton's got us locked up in chains and they ain't the kind that you can see
These legal chains of greed got a hold on me...got a hold on me...
- aaaaaahh....

Uranium - throwing off the ground cover: 
I'm a dangerous element locked in bedrock. I should not be released. But, I want out!

Water: No-ooooo....  
Don't release that monster. He'll poison my lakes, rivers, streams, aquifers with toxic mine tailings.
 
Uranium:
Cruising down the river - white water rafting - running the rapids - from the mine site to Ottawa - Kingston - takes four days - here I come...yeahhhh - whoo whee!
Forests: No-oooo....  
Don't let those miners clear cut my forests. Let the trees and eco-systems follow their natural cycles. 
Uranium:  You trees are standing in the way of my release... Clear cutting is the way to go!   Chop chop....zzzzzzzzzzzzz
Family Farmers/Settlers: 
No-ooo...
I'll be growing my food with water full of radio-activity and heavy metals. 
Do you want to eat contaminated produce from contaminated farmlands? 
Uranium: What do I care about your food?  I have a shelf-life of hundreds of thousands of years....he he he.

Health Care:
No-ooo.... 
My valued public system is already over-burdened by diseases caused by carcinogens - lung cancer, leukemia, brain tumours, birth defects ...
Please don't allow more toxic chemicals into the environment. Think ahead seven generations..

Uranium: I'm valued in nuclear medicine. I'm  an important player in health care. 

Health Care: 
No-ooo... that's post-decisional justification for uranium mining. 
It doesn't make sense. You are one of the causes of the health problems I have to treat.  

Uranium: - Yea!  The cycle continues. Money money money.... 

Military:
Yea....buddy...I'll make certain you get shipped overseas - to all the hot spots!  If we can't find a hot spot, we'll make one!

Uranium: That's right - even when I'm depleted I am used for powerful deadly weapons around the world. 
Have to love the political/military/industrial complex! - (prances across the stage and sits down - quickly changes to Safe and Green Energy)

Sovereignty:
I  - Canada - should not be a resource colony for profit-driven multi-nationals.
85% of newly mined uranium is exported because 
I have a 40 year reserve of uranium. 
This gives us time to research and develop renewable and sustainable forms of energy to keep the lights on!

(little parade/string  of alternatives - wind, solar, powdered hydrogen, conservation, retrofitting, geothermal, refundable tax credits...) 

Civil Liberties: 
We understand the impacts of the uranium cycle.
We educated, petitioned, supported the blockade, the hunger strike, the canoe portage, and the rallies.
We raised our voices in protest - citizens - first nations  and settlers in coalition 
And where are we now....?
Injunctions, court cases, sentences, fines and incarceration and new nuclear reactors that we don't really need. 

This is the Legend of Chief Bob Lovelace...written by Carol Winter...an honorary resource siren...
- sung to the tune - "Ghost Riders in the Sky" 

(sirens freeze in the background )
Our nuke plants now have fuel 
To last them 40 years,
New yields could feed the war machine 
Which fuels moral fears,
Our governments deny it 
But they've lied to us before
While profiteering richly from the bloody spoils of war.

Children are killed in distant lands   (Munch silent scream) 
Their young blood is on our hands.  (open hands out palms up)

The Ardoch tribes blockaded 
For five long months and more,
Till mine lords feigned an interest 
In settlement - not war;
But soon "negotiations" showed 
How crassly they had lied, They took the Ardoch into court 
And both the Chiefs were tried. 

Martyrs to greed;  (rub hands) 
Heroes of worth, ( arms up in "V' )
Protectors of Mother Earth.

With head bowed down and wringing hands, 
The Judge made his decree,
He said, "This land has just one law  - In my judiciary!
The Chief said he'd abide by
All white laws of sound worth, 
But not those that defended (wag fingers) 
The rape of Mother Earth.

Son of the Earth; Mentor and friend (raise fist) 
His legend will never end.

Chief Lovelace is a hero (soft clap) 
We can't afford to fail,
Let's rally round in his defence 
And get him out of jail,
A great man is imprisoned,
Our Province is to blame 
We must purge this injustice (arm across forehead)
That mires us in shame.

He's a man of peace, noble and strong, (appropriate gesture?) 
A hero who did no wrong.

If pale folk won't abandon  (shake head side to side)
Immortal waste and greed
And emulate Chief Lovelace
In the type of life we lead,
We'll doom the turquoise planet,
End all our hopes of bliss 
And take all life forms with us 
As we plunge in the abyss.

Work with our friends of Native Earth  (clap audibly)
There's still time to save the Earth.
Son of the Earth: Mentor and friend
His legend will never end. 


Sovereignty - We are the links in the chain of life that connects us all.
In this time of transition,  it is essential that we choose safe, sustainable and renewable paths. 
We must think ahead seven generations!

(SONG with BIG SMILES) - There'll be some changes made

For there's a change in the weather,
There's a change in the sea.
So from now on there'll be a change in me,
My walk will be different, my talk and my game,
Nothin, bout me going' to be the same...
I'm going to change my way of livin',
My priorities,
Start a backyard garden, ditch that S.U.V.

'Cos I want clean energy, water and bees,
There'll be some changes, just you see, 
There'll be some changes made...

(Last verse if ten minute time limit permits)
We must protect our forests, protect our trees,
Stop polluting water and diverting streams,
We don't need food from far across the sea,
We want organic - grown locally.
We want to break our addiction to fossil fuel
Gotta enrol in the alternative school 
For we want a Canada, sustainable and free 
There'll be some changes, just you see,
There'll be some changes made.
